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on a daily basis 
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Khaleda Zia named prime minister 

DHAKA (AP) — Khaleda Zia. widow of an assassinated president. 
Tuesday was the first woman prime minister of predominantly Muslim 
Bangladesh. Acting President Shahabuddin Ahmad also appointed 10 
more ministers and 21 junior ministers, all from Mrs. Zia's centrist 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party, state-run television said. The new govern- 
ment, formed on the basis of the mandate of last month’s parliament jry 
eleaions, will be sworn in Wednesday, the television said. Mrs. Zia’s 
party won 139 of the 300 parliament scats. When it fell short of an 
absolute majority the backing came from the 18 members of Jamuai-e- 
Islami . an Islamic religious party. Her longtime political rival Sheikh 
Hnrina of the Awami League, which won SS scats, will he the leader of the 
opposition in the parliament- Mrs. Zia, 4c», is a housewife -turned 
politician who took reins of the party in I9S2. a year after her husband. 
Gen. Ziaur Rahman, was slain in a military coup. She combined forces 
with Hasina last October for a movement that drove the ^President 
H usse in Mohammad Ershad Out of office in November. 
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'Hostages in 
Lebanon could be 
freed soon’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — ABC 

News, quoting a source inside 
Lebanon's Hizbollah (Parry of 
God), said Tuesday the 12 Wes- 
terners held hostage in Lebanon 
aright be released “very, very 
soon." According to this source, 
“there is pressure coming from 
both Iran and Syria for the re- 
lease of these hostages,” the U.S. 
television network reported from 
London. The network's chief 
European correspondent, Pierre 
Salinger, quoted the source as 
saying the release could vrome 
“very, very soon now” as leaders 
of HIzboIJah return from Tehran, 
where they met Iranian President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
Monday. 

Turkey, Syria oppose 
dismemberment of 
Iraq 

ANKARA (R) — Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farooq A1 Sharaa left 
Ankara Tuesday after agreeing 
with Turkey that Iraq should be 
kept intact. ‘The views on Iraq’s 
territorial integrity were very 
similar. Both countries fully sup- 
port it,” a foreign ministry source 
said after Mr. Sharaa held two 
days of talks in Ankara. Syria and 
Turkey, which both border Iraq, 
were partners in the U.S.-led 
alliance against Iraq. Syria contri- 
buted troops and Turkey let U.S. 
warplanes bomb Iraq from its 
territory. 

Assad meets 
Yamaguchi 

DAMASCUS (AP) — A 
Japanese parliamentary official 
held talks with President Hafez 
Al Assad Monday and a Japdfiese 
source said the discussions in- 
cluded $100 million in commodity 
aid for Syria. The Syrian Arab 
News Agency (SANA) said only 
that the talks between Mr. Assad 
and Toshio Yamaguchi, the 
chairman of the External Econo- 
mic Relations Committee in 
Japan’s house of commons, were 
on the latest developments in the 
region. 

Bush, Mandela 
disagree on Gulf war 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House Monday denied 
that President George Bush and 
Nelson Mandela had an angry 
argument over the Gulf war in a 
telephone conversation on March 
6. “It was a friendly conversa- 
tion,” White House officials said. 
A questioner at a White House 
press briefing told presidential 
spokesman Marlin Firzwater that 
a report out of South Africa bad 
said Mr. Mandela “attacked Bush 
for his war position” during the 
phone discussion. While denying 
there was ill will, Mr. Fitzwater 
issued a statement that said Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Mandela each 
stated his position on the Gulf war 
and Bush “indicated areas of 
disagreement with ANC (African 
National Congress) views.” 

Afghan rebels report 
downing 2 ‘copters’ 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Guerrillas 
fighting the Soviet-backed 
Afghan government said Tuesday 
they had shot down two military 
helicopters near the besieged 
eastern garrison town of Khost. 
The helicopters fell in a rebel- 
controlled area Monday evening 
as the two sides fought with artil- 
lery and rockets for the fourth 
day naming, a Pakistan-based 
rebel news service said. No inde- 
pendent confirmation of the re- 
port was available. 

Arens urges arms 
control conference 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Defence 
Minis ter Moshe Arens Tuesday 
urged a visiting U-S- congression- 
al delegation to push for an anus 
control conference on the Middle 
East. Mr. Arens told the 27- 
member delegation that the Gulf 
war should have brought home to 
the West the cost of arming a 
nation such as Iraq, said Mr. 
Arens’ aide, Dan Naveh. “Maybe 
the time has come for a meeting 
between the arms-exporting 
countries in order to reach an 
agreement on limiting the arms 
race in this region,” Mr. Naveh 
quoted Mr. Arens as saying. 


Jordan demands protection 
for expatriates in Kuwait 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian government is trying to dis- 
patch a team of Jordanian offi- 
cials to Kuwait in a bid to ensure 
the safety of Jordanian and 
Palestinian citizens there in the 
wake of persisting reports which 
speak of the mistreatment of the 
expatriates. Foreign. Minister 
Taber Al Masri said Tuesday. 

“We have requested the 
Kuwaiti government to facilitate 
the visit of a Jor danian mission 
and it is hoped that permission 
for the mission's task will be 
coming very soon,” Mr. Masri 
said in a statement to Jordan 
Television following a cabinet, 
meeting during which the plight 
of the Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians was examined. 

The London-based human 
rights organisation Amnesty In- 
ternational Monday reported that 
Palestinians were being arbitrari- 
ly arrested and tortured by armed 
Kuwaiti soldiers and civilians. 

Amnesty called for an inves- 
tigation by tbe United Nations 
and the International Committee 


of the Red Cross (ICRC) into the 
abuses. 

At least seven Jordanians ar- 
rived in Baghdad from Kuwait 
Sunday after a week-long journey 
on foot and told reporters that 
they had been detained for no 
reason, beaten up and tortured 
before being deported. The seven 
men. aged between 25 and 35 
years, were speaking at the 
Jordanian embassy in Baghdad 
after arriving in the Iraqi capital 
from Safwan, near the Kuwaiti 
border. 

Mr. Masri told Jordan Televi- 
sion that the cabinet examined 
reports about tbe torture and 
other abuses of tbe Jordanian and 
Palestinian community in 
Kuwait. 

“We have persisting reports 
saying that the conditions of these 
people were deteriorating and 
that constantly exposed to harass- 
ment,” Mr. Masri said. 

“In the light of this information 
I met with the Kuwaiti ambassa- 
dor to Jordan and discussed with 
him the matter, demanding that 


he intervene with his government 
immediately to provide protec- 
tion to the Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian citizens living in Kuwait,” 
Mr. Masri added. 

Tbe Jordanian government, he 
said, also contacted the ICRC 
and Amnesty International and is 
still awaiting their reports about 
the situation. 

The Jordanian embassy in 
Baghdad has been up providing 
us information about the situa- 
tion in the light of information it 
is receiving from tbe expelled 
Jordanians arriving in the Iraqi 
capita], and the government is 
awaiting further information 
from the embassy. 

If need be, the Jordanian gov- 
ernment will contact the United 
Nations, according to Mr. Masri. 
He said Jordan could sapre no 
efforts in pursuit of defending the 
rights of tbe Jordanian and 
Palestinian communities. 

Since the Iraqis pulled out from 
Kuwait, there had been disturb- 
ing reports that Palestinians, 
Sudanese, Iraqis, and other 


nationalities had been arbitrarily 
picked up and tortured. Amnesty 
said. It said in rhJ past week 
Kuwaitis had expelled scores of 
Palestinians to Iraq. 

One of the deportees arriving 
at the Jordanian embassy in 
Baghdad was quoted by Reuters 
as saying: “We were arrested for 
no reason other than being Jorda- 
nians, beaten up and tortured at a 
school in the Jahra district near 
the border with 148 other prison- 
ers among them Palestinians. Ira- 
qis and Sudanese.” 

The Associated Press said that 
scores of Palestinians, Iraqis and 
Jordanians had been brought to 
hospitals with what doctors de- 
scribed as torture wounds. These, 
the agency said, included lash 
injuries, cigarette burns and in- 
ternal bleeding caused by beat- 
ings. 

His Majesty King Hussein has 
asked the five permanent mem- 
bers of the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council to use their influence 
to protect Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians in Kuwait. 


Baghdad says referendum 
on new constitution soon 

Fighting dies down in south, rebel 
says battle continues in north 


Officials 

claim 

Gorbachev 

success 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev’s vision 
of a renewed Soviet federation 
won an ^absolute majority” of 
votes in the country's first re- 
ferendum, tbe election chairman 
told lawmakers Tuesday. 

Vladimir Orlov, chairman of 
the Supreme Soviet’s Referen- 
dum Committee, told fellow law- 
makers that more than three- 
quarters of the vote counted so 
far had supported the position 
Mr. Gorbachev favoured. 

No top leaders, inducting Mr. 
Gorbachev or his foe, Russian 
Federation leader Boris Yeltsin, 
have commented publicly on the 
vote, which was held Sunday. 

Mr. Orlov told lawmakers that 
41 per cent of tbe country’s voting 
districts bad reported as of Tues- 
day. In those districts, 82 per cent 
of the eligible voters cast ballots 
and 77.3 per cent of the voters 
said “yes” when asked: 

“Do you consider it necessary 
to preserve the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics as a renewed 
federation of equal, sovereign re- 
publics in which human rights and 
freedoms of any nationality wQI 
be fully guaranteed?” 

The results came from' nine 
republics, inducting die vast Rus- 
sian republic with half the coun- 
try’s population. Mr. Orlov said. 
The other six republics boycotted 
the vote. 

Despite the partial results, Mr. 
Orlov said officials still felt able 
to conclude there was decisive 
support for holding the fragment- 
ing country together. 

“According to official informa- 
tion we are getting now, an abso- 
lute majority of our citizens has 
voted for preserving the union," 
Mr. Orlov told lawmakers in the 
ornate Supreme Soviet chamber. 

But results coming in from 
across the country left little doubt 
the Kremlin chief had not 
obtained the massive backing be 
expected and that Mr. Yeltsin — 
who champions a different 
approach to unity — had 
emerged strengthened. 

A spokesman for the office of 
Mr. Yeltsin, president of die par- 
liament of the giant Russian Fed- 
eration, said there had been huge 
“Yes” vote for a supplementary 
question dealing the way for him 
to bid to become its executive 
head of state. 

Soviet analysts said there was 
little doubt the poll in the federa- 
tion had become for many voters 
a test of popularity between Mr. 
Gorbachev and Mr. Yeltsin, and 
that Mr. Yeltsin was- coming 
'through strongly. 

Hie Russian question asked 
voters whether they wanted a full 
president for the republic, which 
stretches from the Gulf of Fin- 
land to the Pacific Ocean, elected 
- by disect popular ballot. Mr. 
Gorbachev was appointed Soviet 

( C on fi r m ed on p mgt 3) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Ira- 
qis will vote soon in a referendum 
on a new constitution promised 
by President Saddam Hussein, 
the speaker of parliament. Saadi 
Mahdi Saleh, said in an interview 
published Tuesday. 

“The new constitution is now 
in an advanced stage and the only 
remaining step is to put it to a 
referendum, which will take place 
soon.” he told the newspaper Al 
Iraq, organ of the Kurdish Party. 

In a speech last Saturday, Pres- 
ident Saddam repeated promises 
of reforms to Iraq’s system of 
government, dominated by the 
ruling Baath Party. 

“Our decision to build a demo- 
cratic society based on the con- 
stitution, the rule of law and 
political- pluralism is... irrevoc- 
able,” he said. 

In addition to a referendum on, 
the new constitution. President 
Saddam promised a government 
shake-up to rebuild Iraq after tbe 
Gulf war. 

There was speculation that tbe 
National Assembly, due to hold 
an emergency session Wednes- 
day, might discuss formation of a 
new government including tech- 
nocrats drafted to oversee recon- 
struction. 

No changes were expected to 


TEL AVIV (R) — Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon pledged on 
Tuesday ro double file Jewish 
population in the Golan Heights, 
reinforcing Israel’s resistance to 
swapping occupied land for peace 
with the Arabs. 

Leftist politicians accused the 
hardline Sharon of planning also 
to build homes for immigrants in 
tbe occupied West Bank, violat- 
ing a pledge to the United States. 
Israel’s crucial ally. 

Israel has hardened its position 
just as Washington launches a 
Middle East peace campaign. 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said at the weekend that 
Jewish settlement of occupied 
territories was “de facto annexa- 
tion.” 

On Monday Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir said Israel would 
not return the Golan Heights to 
Syria. 

Mr. Sharon told reporters in 
northern Israel Tuesday: “We are 
in the process of building 1.200 
bousing units and I hope that next 
year well build another 1,200. 
Ail this is to increase the (Jewish) 
population in the Golan from 
11,000 today to 20,000.” 


the major portfolios such as fore- 
ign affairs, the interior and de- 
fence. 

Speaking about the Gulf war, 
Mr. Saleh said Iraq had emerged 
victorious, “If victory lies in the 
fact that the 30-nation alliance 
could not deprive our people of 
the will of independence, the will 
of freedom to choose.” 

He said the situation was “get- 
ting better speedily...” 

The Iraqi moves towards re- 
forms come amid rebellions in tbe 
country’s Shiite south and Kur- 
dish north. 

The Iraqi government has said 
that tbe rebellion in the south has 
been quashed and reports Tues- 
day spoke of continuing fighting 
in the north. 

Kurdish rebels claimed they 
were in control of major parts of 
oil-rich Kirkuk Tuesday and anti- 
government rioting spread to 
Mosul. 

Both rebels and government 
spokesmen said their side held 
the Shiite holy cities of Najaf and 
Karbala. 

Both sides also made appeals 
that seemed at odds with past 
claims — the rebels’ assertions of 
battlefield victories and Bagh- 
dad’s declarations that foreign 
agents were carrying out the re- 


Damascus has said any peace 
negotiations must address Israeli 
withdrawal from the heights, offi- 
cially “annexed” in 1981 and 
home also to some 15,000 Druze. 
Israel views this demand as an' 
unacceptable precondition. 

Leftist parliamentarian Dedi 
Zucker of the Citizens Rights 
Movement said Mr. Sharon had 
asked Jewish West Bank settlers 
to inform him where land was 
available for housing construc- 
tion. 

A movement spokesman said 
Mr. Zucker had documented 
proof that Mr. Sharon’s plans 
would violate a pledge to Mr. 
Baker not to build homes for the 
influx of Soviet Jewish immig-; 
rants to Israel. Washington has 
conditions aid for housing on the 
promise. 

“Sharon wants to quickly 
establish facts on tbe ground.” 
spokesman Moshe Horowitz said. 

He said Mr. Sharon had 
already provided settlement lead- 
ers with 158 mobile homes for 
newcomers. Some 100,000 Jews 
live in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sharon lambasted army 
chief Dan Shomron for suggest - 


bellion. 

The government urged citizens 
to remain loyal and pledged to 
carry out the democratic reforms. 

“Close ranks behind the lead- 
ership to overcome the dilem- 
ma,” said an editorial in Al 
Thawra. "All Iraqis are duty- 
bound to... surmount this sick 
phenomenon.” 

Al Jumhouriyah said the unrest 
was a foreign-inspired conspiracy 
against Iraq. 

“The nature of the sectarian 
strife reveals another chapter of 
the conspiracy against Iraq that is 
a continuation for the aggression 
launched by the imperialist. 
Western and Zionist forces,” the 
paper said, referring to the six- 
week Gulf Whr. 

Tbe Shiite Dawa party issued a 
statement in London claiming 
that Iraqi forces fired Scud mis- 
siles at Najaf, killing 2,000 peo- 
ple. It said that army troops 
persisted in using helicopter 
gonships against rebels in Kirkuk 
“despite warning from the allied 
forces that such actions are con- 
trary to the ceasefire.” 

The Iraqi Kurdistan Front said 
in London that rebel forces had 
seized a large part of the centre of 


ing on Monday that the Jewish 
state could cede occupied terri- 
tory for peace with Arabs (see 
page 2). 

“He slipped into the under- 
pants of politicians while still 
wearing a military rank on his 
shoulders. He should have waited 
at least until be left his post.” said 
Mr. Sharon, 63, himself a 
wanior-turned-politidan . 

“Israel needs depth to defend 
itself — strategic depth — espe- 
cially after the (Gulf) war.” said 
Mr. Sharon, a former defence 
minister who orchestrated Israel’s 
1982 invasion of Lebanon. 

Mr. Shomron is due to retire 
from the array next mouth. 

On Monday, Israel stiffened 
conditions for its withdrawal from 
a self-declared “security zone" it 
step up in South Lebanon. 

Brigadier-General Micha 
TamLr, the new Israeli comman- 
der in the zone, said Israel would 
not quit Lebanon until Syria had 
done so, and a new government 
in Beirut replaced the “puppet 
regime taking orders from 

The conditions made an early 
Israeli withdrawal from Lebanon 
appear more unlikely. 


(Continued on page 5) 

Shamir rejects Palestinians 
who met Baker as peace partners 


Seven Kuwaiti planes 
destroyed in bombing, 
Iraq informs U.N. 



Taber Al Masri 


Abdui-Latif Arabiyat. speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment. urged Kuwaiti authorities 
“to show wisdom, exert self- 
restraint and stop this demago- 
guery that is harming those who 
helped in building and developing 
Kuwait.” 

He said the situation in 
Kuwait, now the war was over, 
required “wisdom, reason and 
law.” 

Member of Parliament Abdul 
-Karim Kabariti said it was up to 
the United States to protect 
Palestinians in Kuwait. 

"The United States is responsi- 
ble for what is going on in Kuwait 

(Continued on page 5) 

Reports 

conflict 

over 

Abu Sharif 

TUNIS (Agencies) — Senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Abu Sharif denied a 
report Tuesday that he had res- 
igned after being quoted as saying 
the PLO was ready to make 
concessions to Israel, the orga- 
nisation said. 

“It is false. There is no truth in 
it,” a PLO official in Tunis 
quoted Mr. Abu Sharif, currently 
touring Europe, as saying. 

The Egyptian news agency 
MENA said Mr. Abu Sharif, 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
senior political adviser, had sent 
his resignation from London in 
response to criticism by PLO 
leaders. 

There was a flurry of excite- 
ment last week over news reports 
quoting Mr. Abu Sharif as saying 
the PLO was about to unveil a 
new peace plan incorporating ter- 
ritorial concessions to Israel. Mr. 
Abu Sharif denied any conces- 
sions were planned. 

Mr. Abu Sharif s aides said he 
had sent a videotape of his re- 
marks on Britain’s Sky television 
to PLO headquarters in Tunis. 
They denied he had been recalled 
from London. 

However, the AP said later 
Tuesday that Mr. Abu Sharif had 
resigned for saying in the inter- 
view that the Palestinians would 
settle for a state that does not 
include the entire West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Officials, interviewed in Tunis 
by telephone, by tbe AP in Nico- 
sia. said Mr. Abu Sharif submit- 
ted his resignation last week. 

Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, the sources said Mr. 
Abu Sharif sent a letter to Mr. 
Arafat from Amman saying he 
was quitting. He then left the 
Jordanian capital for an undis- 
closed destination. 

“The chairman has been trying 
to get bold of him. but he cannot 
locate him,” said one of the 
sources. 

They said it was not clear if Mr. 
Arafat would accept the resigna- 
tion of Mr. Abu Sharif, who has 
been in the post since 1988. 

Sky Television reported that 
Mr. Abu Sharif had outlined in 
an interview a four-point plan 
aimed at bringing Israel to the 

(Continued on page 3) 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies ) 
— Iraq told the United Nations m 
a letter circulated Tuesday that 
seven Kuwaiti civil aircraft it 
seized after the invasion of the 
emirate were destroyed by allied 
bombing and that six of eight 
remaining planes were now in 
Iran. 

In another letter, Iraq said it 
agreed that Kuwaiti property 
should be handed back through 
the office of the U.N. secretary- 
general and that it was awaiting 
details of machinery for carrying 
this out. 

In a third letter. Iraq said it was 
ready to hand over catalogues of 
the assets of Kuwait's Islamic 
museum and national mcscum 
that were taken to Iraq. 

Concerning the Kuwaiti 
planes. Iraqi U.N. Representa- 
tive Abdul Al Anbari listed the 
seven destroyed as a result of 
allied aerial bombardment as: 
two Airbus 300s; two Boeing 
767s; one aircraft described only 
as a 125. and two as G-3S. 

Of the remaining eight Kuwaiti 
planes, he said one Airbus 300 
and five Airbus 310s were in Iran, 
one Boeing 727 was in Oman and 
one 125 aircraft was in Iraq. 

The Iraqi letter did not say 
when and under what circumst- 
ances the Kuwaiti planes were 
flown to Iran and Oman, but 
Iraqi pilots were reported earlier 
this year to have flown a large 
number of military and civil air- 
craft to Iran, presumably to avoid 
destruction during allied air 
attacks. 

70.000 U.S. troops depart 

About 70,000 U.S. soldiers 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes attacked a 
Palestinian base near this south- 
ern port city Tuesday. Police said 
at least 16 people were wounded 
in the sixth air raid on Lebanon 
this year. 

Police said the attack wounded 
13 civilian Palestinians and three 
guerrillas of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command. (PFLP-GC). 

The target of the 2:10 p.m. 
(1210 GMT) raid was a PFLP-GC 
base on the eastern edge of the 
'Ain Al Hilweh refugee camp, 
police said. 

He said four jet fighters carried 
out the raid, each firing one 
rocket at the one-stoic PFLP-GC 
base in Jaba! Al Haleeb neigh- 
bourhood of 'Ain A! Hilweh. 

“One of the rockets scored a 


BELGRADE (Agencies) — The 
Yugoslav army said on Tuesday it 
would stop the country sliding 
into civil war but vowed not to 
interfere in political talks aimed 
at saving the Balkan federation. 

“The Yugoslav army will under 
not circumstances allow armed 
inter-ethnic conflicts and civil war 
in Yugoslavia," the armed forces 
supreme command said in a state- 
ment after months of rising ten- 
sion and street protests last week 
in Belgrade. 

But it added: “The Yugoslav 
people's army as in the past, will 
not interfere in political talks on 
the country's future." 

The army issued its statement 
to calm fears that it would impose 
emergency measures to restore 
order after the state presidency 
— the highest constitutional au- 
thority — was stripped of 


have left the Gulf since the war 
with Iraq ended bu: anus holding 
Iraqi territory will remain poivrd 
for combat until a formal cease- 
fire. the U.S. miliuiy viid Tues- 
day. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Virginia 
Pribylu, spokeswoman for U.S. 
central command in Riyadh, 'aid 
that 70.UHU LIS. troop* had left 
following u preliminary ceasefire 
agreement between Iraq and the 
allied coalition, leaving around 
46S.fXKl in the area. 

’’The redeployment is con- 
tinuing but the major combat 
units are still in defensive posi- 
tions and will remain so until we 
have j ceasefire — the withdraw- 
al has not affected our combat 
capability,” she told Reuters. 

U.S. Army Sccrelarv Michael 
Stone said in Dhahran Sunday 
American troops would still be m 
the Gulf in July and more soldiers 
were arriving to replace those 
who had left. 

U.S. forces still occupy around 
15 per cent of southern Iraq. 
Diplomats in the area say a for- 
mal ceasefire agreement may be 
delayed by weeks os Iraq strug- 
gles to put down rebellion in its 
northern and southern provinces. 

Col. Pribylu said central com- 
mand did not have figures avail- 
able for the number of new U.S. 
troops that had arrived. 

PoW return 

Allied and Iraqi officials will 
meet soon to discuss speeding the 
return of Iraqi prisoners of war 
(PoWs). a Red Cross spokesman 
said Tuesday as the latest croup 
beaded for Baghdad. 


direct hit on the entrance to a 
tunnel that leads from the base to 
the mountain,” a spokesman 
said. 

“We can’t tell if there are any 
casualties inside the tunnel.' 1 the 
spokesman said. 

Witnesses reached by tele- 
phone told the AP smoke and 
dust billowed from the base os air 
raid sirens echoed across 'Ain Al 
Hilweh. the adjacent Mieh Mieh" 
refugee camp and Sidon. 

Several civilian cars were 
wrecked in the raid near the Mich 
Mieh refugee camp on the edge 
of Sidon. 25 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

The raid came four days after 
Israeli warplanes struck ai guer- 
rillas of the Palestine Popular 


decision-making powers on Mon- 
day. 

But the statement apeared to 
leave the door open to military 
action if tensions among the six 
republics and two provinces in- 
creased. 

Serbia and Croatia, the two 
biggest republics and historic riv- 
als. have already mobilised police 
and military reserves. 

Many Yugosalvs and diplomats 
fear the army could try to act on 
its own to keep order after the 
presidency rejected its proposals 
last week to impose emergency 
measures to end mounting dis-. 
order in Serbia. 

The presidency — a collective 
group composed of representa- 
tives of the eight constituent parts 
— called on Monday for talks 

(Continued on page 5) 
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16 injured in Israel air 
raid in South Lebanon 


(Continued on page 3) 

Yugoslav army says it 
will not allow civil war 
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Palestinians disappearing, some tortured, in Kuwait 


By Paul Taylor 
Reuters 

KUWAIT — Nearly three 
weeks after U.S.-led allied 
forces entered Kuwait, dozens 
of Palestinians are disappear- 
ing into a secret web of inter- 
rogation. torture, detention, 
deportation and in a few cases 
death, witnesses and relief offi- 
cials say. 

Many Kuwaitis accuse 
Palestinians of collaborating 
with the Iraqi army during its 
seien-month occupation of 
Kuwait. In an atmosphere of 
virtual cun law. some are now 
taking organised or random 
revenge. 

Palestinians are picked up 
checkpoints manned by the 
Kuwaiti army and resistance or 
taken from hospitals and 
homes, human rights workers 
say. Some arc taken to police 
stations, others to schools con- 
vened into interrogation cen- 
tres. 

After an ordeal of hours, 
days or weeks, some have been 
shot dead and buried in un- 
marked graves, according to 
Arab medical workers and 


gravediggers who say they saw 
the bodies. 

Kuwaiti ministers and army 
officers say they are aware 
individual acts of revenge are 
taking place but they deny 
there is any systematic- cam- 
paign of abuses. 

“I don't think purposely 
organised torture by the gov- 
ernment is taking place at all,” 
Abdul Rahman A1 Awadi. 
minister of state for cabinet 
affairs, told reporters. “But I 
won't be surprised if there is 
some hard handling for person- 
al reasons." 

He said the government was 
trying to reestablish the rule of 
law and planned to bring ac- 
cused collaborators to trial. 

While expressing anger at 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). which backed 
Iraq in the Gulf war, ministers 
insist they do not sanction re- 
prisals against Palestinians in 
Kuwait — about 170,000 re- 
maining from a total of some 
400.000 before Iraq's invasion 
last August. 

At AI Riqqa cemetery in a 
southern Kuwait City suburb, 
the register shows at least 80 
unidentified bodies have been 


buried since Iraqi forces were 
expelled from Kuwait. 

Most had been shot in the 
head at close range, a 
gravedigger said. Some bore 
signs of torture, with finger- 
nails missing, faces disfigured 

and bum-marks on the body. 

While many may have been 
killed by the Iraqis, some had 
died since the liberation, the 
gravedigger said. Most recent- 
ly, 12 unidentified men aged 
be tweed 15 and 30, most bear- 
ing signs of torture, were 
buried in a mass grave at Al 
Riqqa Sunday. 

At another cemetery, in the 
Sulaibikhat district, the Kuwait 
director said families had come 
looking for missing relatives 
but he denied any Palestinians 
had been brought for burial. 

However an employee fol- 
lowed me to my car and volun- 
teered that a young Palestinian 
shot in the head had been 
buried there last Thursday. 
“We are afraid to speak." he 
whispered before slipping 
away. 

A medical worker at the big 
Mubarak Al Kabeer hospital in 
the mainly-Palestinian Hawalli 
district said he saw police de- 


liver the body of another 
Palestinian to the casualty 
ward on Sunday with two bul- 
lets through the bead. 

A Western human rights 
worker said he saw the bodies 
of two other Palestinians shot 
at point-blank range, still lying 
where they had been killed in 
the street. 

A senior Palestinian who 
was arrested by soldiers and 
held for 12 days told Reuters 
he shared cells with at least 60 
Palestinians and a few Iraqi 
civilians in three different de- 
tention centres. 

He said most had been sev- 
erely beaten and had broken 
noses, facial cuts, bruises and 
cigarette bums on their bodies. 
Some had been shot in the legs 
and could not walk. 

Although blindfolded while 
being moved, be said he be- 
lieved he was held first in a 
police station basement, then 
in a school and finally in a 
military prison on the outskirts 
of Kuwait City, from which he 
was freed last week. 

On his first night in deten- 
tion, a guard sprayed 
machinegun fire in his cell, 
grazing his head, said the 


Palestinian, wbo asked not to 
be identified for fear of repris- 
als. 

“They majority of Palesti- 
nians are just waiting to get 
their money out of the bank 
and leave,'* he said. “We built 
and modernised this country. 
It was a desert when we came 
here." 

Some detainees are 
apparently being held and tre- 
ated inside hospitals. 

Soldiers have sealed off the 
orthopaedic ward of Mubarak 
Al Kabeer hospital. Witnesses 
said soldiers kept wounded de- 
tainees in ward IS of the Far- 
waniyah hospital until the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross inspected the clinic 
on Sunday. 

Many Palestinian doctors 
and nurses have been sus- 
pended from work. At least 
seven doctors are missing and 
presumed in detention. 

Diplomats said U.S. Ambas- 
sador Edward Gnehm had 
complained to Kuwaiti minis- 
ters about the treatment of 
Palestinians and the dumping 
of dozens of foreigners, indud- 
ing Iraqis, Jordanians, 


Sudanese and Egyptians, 
across the border in allied-beld 
Iraqi territory. 

A State Department official 
said Monday that “rogae ele- 
ments operating in Kuwait" 
were responsible for' that ac- 
tion and the U.S. and Kuwait 
governments were equally dis- 
turbed about it. 

A senior European diplomat 
in Kuwait said the maltreat- 
ment of Palestinians was his 
biggest concern. 

While understanding 
Kuwaiti anger at the PLO and 
at individual who partidpated 
in looting or were informants 
for the Iraqi secret police, he 
said most Palestinians re- 
mained - loyal to Kuwait and 
helped keep the country run- 
ning daring the occupation. 

A medic at Mubarak Al 
Kabeer Hospital summed up 
the sense of helplessness in the 
Palestinian co mmuni ty. 

“I can cope with the pain of 
being beaten, the hard part is 
being humiliated without guilt, 
just because of your national- 
ity,” he said. 

"God made me a Palestinian. 
It's not my fault." 


UNRWA: Palestinian refugees 
still suffering from Gulf war 


VIENNA t R> — Palestinian re- 
fugees in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories are still suffering daily 
hardship from extra restrictions 
imposed during the Gulf war, the 
head of a United Nations relief 
agency said. 

liter Tuerkmen. commissioner- 
general of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA). said extra curfews im- 
posed by Israeli security forces 
during the Gulf war were still 
causing enormous disruption to 
daily life for refugees. 

“The curfews are very erratic 
— you just never know when 
there will be one," said Mr. 
Tuerkmen who lust week visited 
the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

"I saw a camp which had an 
all-day curfew. It was a camp, 
and so it was already enclosed, 
but even inside this camp, they 
couldn't go out of their homes." 
he said in an interview on Mon- 


day. 

UNRWA, which is based in 
Vienna, runs schools, health cen- 
tres and training programmes for 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The agency began emergency 
food deliveries to 295.000 fami- 
lies last month after day curfews 
imposed in addition to existing 
night curfews prevented people 
going shopping. 

Later UNRWA distributed 
thousands of gas masks donated 
by Western countries to protea 
residents of the occupied territor- 
ies from rocket attacks aimed at 
Israel from Iraq — a task the 
agency said was really the respon- 
sibility of Israel. 

Although two UNRWA adult 
training centres have reopened. 
Mr. Tuerkmen said all schools 
and universities were still closed. 

One of the main things we want 
is that all universities and schools 
! should open." Mr. Tuerkmen 


said. 

"This has grave consequences 
for the future and we have to try 
to avoid the creation of a frus- 
trated generation." 

UNRWA’s health centres re- 
mained open throughout the 
Gulf war. but curfews prevented 
many people from visiting them. 

UNRWA spokesman Emil 
Pyrich said food shortages were 
severe in the occupied territories 
and UNRWA planned to con- 
tinue emergency aid deliveries. 

“We will try to guarantee 1,000 
calories a day for the next three 
months." Mr. Pyrich said. 

He added that before the Gulf 
war many refugees had relied on 
extra funds sent by wealthier 
Palestinian relatives working in 
the Gulf region but who had now 
lost their jobs. 

"Now the situation is very un- 
clear as many people haven't 
been earning for • half a year 
now." Mr. PvricK said. * 1 


Security Council expected to 
discuss ceasefire by end of week 


l Nil ED NATIONS (R) - The 
Security Council is expected to 
discuss informally a draft resolu- 
tion on tough terms for a perma- 
nent ceasefire in the Gulf war 
before the end of the week, in- 
-,iudmg ueu conditions on con- 
taining chemical weapons. 

U.S. diplomats said Monday 
they bnped the hill council would 
be able lo meet by Thursday 
although they admitted the five 
permanent members — the Un- 
ited States, the Soviet Union. 
BtitJin. France and China — 
were far from completing work 
on the draft. 

Usually the five announce 
broad jgreemem — or in the case 
of China, agreement not to veto a 
resolution — before ihe other JO 


council members obtain the draft. 

Britain for the past week has 
urged the draft include measures 
to eliminate Iraq's store of che- 
mical and biological weapons and 
prevent it from getting new ones. 

After the five met late Friday, 
diplomats told Reuters China had 
problems with the scope of the 
British proposals while U.S. offi- 
cials were concerned about how 
the council could supervise the 
destruction of the arsenal, a con- 
dition not in previous resolutions 
against Iraq. 

Another stumbling point is a 
complicated timetable for lifting 
stringent U.N. trade sanctions 
against Iraq to take into account 
proposals for a possible arms 
embargo. 
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Several members of the council 
are anxious an embargo against 
foodstuffs be lifted as soon as 
possible while others want to tie 
future oil revenues to war dam- 
ages. 

"It’s still unclear how or 
when,” said one Western diplo- 
mat on the council. 

Currently the five are discus- 
sing a token U.N. peacekeeping 
force of about 250 military obser- 
vers rather than a more substan- 
tial group as first suggested 
among allies after U.S. forces 
withdraw from Iraq. 

Washington, however, does 
not inter) J U.N. forces to be a 
substitute for a U.S. presence in 
the region, such as naval forces in 
the Gulf and the pre-positioning- 
of supplies in Kuwait or Saudi 
Arabia, a position bound to be 
criticised by some council mem- 
bers. 

But a major problem, diplo- 
mats said, was the return of 
Kuwaitis abducted by Iraqi 
forces, which Kuwait insists num- 
ber over 33.000. 

Allies are considering giving 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross a central role of 
arbitrating between thqp Kuwaiti 
and the Iraqi versions of the 
numbers of dead and captured 

before any permanent ceasefire is 
honoured. 

Kuwait also wants its borders 
with Iraq dearly demarcated. 


Israel increasing Jewish 
in Golan Heights settlements 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir has dismissed 
the 10 Palestinians who met U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker as 
prospective negotiating partners, 
"because they say they represent 
the PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation)." an aide said 
Tuesday. 

The stand poses a new obstacle 
to Middle East peace efforts, as 
those Arabs who saw Mr. Baker 
in occupied Jerusalem on March 
M have long been considered by 
the U.S. as potential negotiators. 

Israel has also never ruled out 
any specific Palestinians for peace 
talks, although it has repeatedly 
refused dialogue with the PLO. 

Most of the Palestinians who 
met Mr Baker are moderate sup- 
porters of the PLO’s mainstream 
Fateh movement, such as Beth- 
lehem -Mayor . Elias Freij and 
leading Jerusalemite Faisal Hus- 
seini. 

Membership. in, the PLO i & 
illegal in the Israeli-occupied ter- 
ritories and Israel rejects the 
organisation as a "terrorist" 
group. 

M~. Shamir said Monday: “In 
my opinion, the representatives 


who met with Baker are PLO. 
They came in the name of the 
PLO, they express PLO posi- 
tions... Israel will not negotiate 
with the PLO." 

“We could talk until the end of 
time but there would be no re- 
sults." Mr. Shamir added. He 
spoke after briefing parliament’s 
defence and foreign affairs com- 
mittee on peace moves. 

Mr. Shamir's top aide Avi Paz- 
ner clarified Tuesday that Mr. 
Shamir would have “no dealings" 
with these delegates, "because 
they say they represent the 
PLO." 

Mr. Pazner denied Mr. Shamir 
k had hardened Israel's negotiating 
stance. He stud the premier de- 
cided to rule out the Arabs who 
met Mr. Baker, because they said 
the meeting was convened with 
PLO approval. 

“We are seeking delegate wbo 
don’t represent the PLO," Mr. 
Pazner added. . .* 

Last year Mr. Shamir met a 
leading pro-PLO businessman 
from the West Bank . town of 
Ram all ah, Jamil Tariff, during an 
attempt to find negotiator. Mr. 
Tariff was not at the Baker meet- 


ing. 

Foreign Minister David Levy 
told visiting U.S. congressmen 
Tuesday that Palestinians had to 
disavow links with the PLO be- 
fore they could join peace talks, 
Israel Radio said. 

The Palestinians who met Mr. 
Baker responded angrily to Mr. 
Shamir. 

“Shamir proves that the word 
peace has no meaning in his mind 
or in his character," said Saeb 
Erakat, a pro-PLO political sci- 
entist. 

"If Shamir wants to choose his 
own representatives among 
Palestinian then it is like he’s 
trying to talk to himself," said 
Mr. Freij. 

Zaljira Kamal, a women's lead- 
er, Han an Ashrawi, an English 
lecturer at Bir Zeit University, 
and Hmdar Abdul Shaff. bead of 
the Red Crescent in the Gaza 
Strip, were other prominent lead- 
ers who met Mr. Baker. 

Mr. Baker met the Palestinians 
as an. attempt to promote Israel’s 
plan for an interim period of 
autonomy or limited self-rule foT 
Palestinians. 


Kuwait elements dump 
Palestinians, others — U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — “Rogue 
elements" in Kuwait have 
dumped dozens of Palestinians 
and other foreigners at the Iraqi 
border in apparent reprisal for 
alleged collaboration with the 
government of Saddam Hussein, 
a U.S. official said Monday. 

“There are rogue elements 
operating in Kuwait" which are 
responsible for ihe deportations, 
the official said, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

"There is no indication that 
they have been targetting Palesti- 
nians. whoever is doing it." the 
official said, noting that various 
nationalities, including Egyp- 
tians. have also been left at ihe 
border. 

The official said the numbers of 
deportees range in the dozens. 

“It's just people that believe 
that some people have been col- 
laborating (with the Iraqi govern- 
ment),” the official said. 

The official said the U.S. and 
Kuwaiti governments were 
“equally disturbed." by the de- 
portations. adding that U.S. 
Ambassador Edward Gnehm had 
gone with a Kuwaiti government 
official to one border post where 
foreigners had been dumped. 

To prevent such incidents in 


the future. Kuwair’s government 
has sent Justice Ministry officials 
to the border to establish a civi- 
lian government presence there, 
the official said. 

In addition to the problem of 
deporting foreigners from 
Kuwait, there are hundreds of 
foreigners who spent the war 
inside Iraq who have been im- 
properly barred from leaving the 
country through Kuwait, the offi- 
cial said. 

Last week. Slate Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
the Kuwaiti government had 
assured Gnehm that it did not 
condone such abuse of Palesti- 
nians and others, and dismissed 
media reports of such abuses as 
isolated incidents. 

Mr. Boucher said Monday that 
the insurgency inside Iraq follow- 
ing the Gulf war has damaged the 
Muslim shrines at the cities of 
Najaf and Karbala. 

He declined to give specifics, 
but a senior U.S. official called 
the damage “significant and note- 
worthy." 

During the war, Iraq had ac- 
cused the United States of 
damaging the shrines at Najaf 
and Karbala, which contain rhe 
tombs of the Prophet Moham- 


mad's son-in-law and grandson, 
respectively. The U.S. govern- 
ment denied this. 

Mr. Boucher said heavy fight- 
ing continued in northern Iraq 
between Iraqi forces and Kurdish 
dissidents. 

"Kurdish dissidents now 
appear to control large portions 
of predominantly Kurdish areas 
of northern and northeastern 
Iraq." Mr. Boucher said at a 
briefing. 

Insurgents and government 
forces were also fighting in the 
south aJong the lower Tigris and 
Euphrates rivers and near Najaf 
and Karbala. Mr. Boucher said. 

He said some reports indicate 
the cities of Erbil and Sulaima- 
niya'mav be held by rebel forces, 
while others suggest the dries of 
Kirkuk and Mosul are “more or 
less" in government hands. 

Asked whether the United 
States was aiding the insurgents 
Mr. Boucher repeated comments 
made by Secretary of State James 
Baker Sunday in a television in- 
terview. "We are not in the pro- 
cess of assisting through pro- 
visioning arms to these groups 
that are in uprising against the 
current government,” Mr. Baker 
said. 


Shomron: Israel could 
swap land for peace 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel’s army 
chief, in remarks bound to cause 
an outcry from the political right, 
has suggested that Israel could 
exchange land for peace with 
Arabs. 

Lieutenant-General Dan 
Shomron said die value of terri- 
tory changed when countries pas- 
sed from war to peace. 

“I want to say that a political 
arrangement, when it exists, is far 
more than (just) territory. It is 
linked to limiting weapons, su- 
pervision of one country over 
(another) country. It involves 
many things," he said. 

“Thus if you are talking about 
countries at war, without a doubt 
territory has very great signifi- 
cance. But when you talk about 
other types of arrangements, it is 
dear that these include various 
elements which diminish the 
threat and offer the possibility, 
for example, of long-range early 
warning." 

General Shomron was speak-, 
mg to Israeli military reporters at 
a news conference before his 
retirement this month. 

Earlier Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Israel would not re- 
turn the Golan Heights to Syria in 
exchange for peace. 

Mr. Shamir faces stiff pressure 
from hardline members of his 
Likud Party and right-wing par- 
ties in his coalition government to 
reject "territorial concessions." 

His remark after a stormy ses- 
sion of a parliamentary commit- 
tee followed right-wing charges 
that Health Minister Ehud 
Olm ert had suggested in a U.S. 
speech that Israel was prepared 
to negotiate the future of the 
strategic plateau. 

The Prime minister, who has 
rejected U.S. mil* to trade land 


for peace, said Mr. Olmert’s view 
that the Jewish state could meet 
Syria in talks without precondi- 
tions did not mean any accept- 
ance of Damascus's position. 

"They could say to us *we want 
the Golan Heights’ and we’ll say 
‘we won’t give it to you'. "Mr. 
Shamir told reporters." So here 
are your negotiations.” 

Mr. Shamir said he could dis- 
cuss peace and economic coop- 
eration with Syria but no country 
would negotiate "on territories 
that belong to one of them." 

To underscore his determina- 
tion to bold the plateau that 
overlooks the Syrian plain to the 
north and the Sea of Galilee to 
the west, Mr. Shamir’s office 
issued a formal statement saying 
“there is no consideration of 
changin g or cancelling” the 1981 
law that annexed the region. 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on, a hardliner, was reported to 
have called on Sunday for Israel 
effectively to annex large parts of 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Israeli newspapers said Mr. 
Sharon told a cabinet meeting 
that Israeli law should be formal- 
ly extended to all Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 
He said it would prevent forma- 
tion of a Palestinian state. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, who was in Israel last 
week to test chances for Israeli- 
Arab peace, condemned Israeli 
settlement policy in a television 
interview Sunday. 

Since 1967 Israel has settled 
some 150,000 Jews in Arab Jeru- 
salem to ensure permanent con- 
trol. Another 100,000 Jews have 
moved into the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and about 10,000 onto 
the Golan Heights. 


Syria condemns Shamir, 
urges U.S. pressure 


DAMASCUS (R) — Damascus 
on Tuesday condemned Israel’s 
right-wing Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir for ruling out the 
return of the occupied Golan 
Heights to Syria. 

Mr. Shamir said on Monday 
Israel would not return the 
strategic plateau, seized from 
Syria in the 1967 war, dampening 
speculation that the Jewish state 


sions” as a basis for peace talks, 
restated that the Golan Heights 
were pan of Israel. Right-wing 
politicians accused Health Minis- 
ter Ehud Olmert of suggesting 
Israel' might negotiate the 
Golan’s future. 

Israel's army chief of staff, 
Lieutenant-General Dan Shorn- 
ron, hinted to reporters Monday 
that the country couJd swap land 


might be interested in swapping for peace saying the value of 


land for peace with the Arabs. _ 
~ The official Syrian daily 
Tishreen urged the United States 
to press Israel to abandon its 
territorial claims for the sake of 
peace. 

“If Arabs, rather than others, 
are called upon to confront the 
Zionist enemy’s plans, the world 
community, especially the U.S., 
should shoulder their responsibi- 
lities in forcing Israel to abandon 
its expansionist plans,’* Tishreen 
said. 

Syria is enjoying much- 
improved relations with the Un- 
ited States. 

Mr. Shamir, who has rejeaed 
U.S. calls for "territorial conces- 


territory changed when countries 
passed from' war to peace, re- 
marks guaranteed to infuriate the 
right wing. 

“The Israelis are putting them- 
selves in an open confrontation 
with the world, especially as the 
United States has affirmed its 
commitment to achieve peace in 
the region on the basis of (United 
Nations) Resolutions 242 and 
338.” Tishreen said. 

The paper reaffirmed Syria’s 
view that any peace settlement in 
the region should be based on full 
Israeli withdrawal from all occu- 
pied Arab territories and the 
guaranteeing of 1 the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 


Kuwait asserts Iraqi 
mine maps inaccurate 


NEW DELHI (R) — Clearing 
500,000 Iraqi mines from Kuwait, 
vital to restoring normal life in 
the battered emirate, may be 
hampered by inaccurate maps 
provided by Baghdad, a Kuwaiti 
cabinet minister said Tuesday. 

“They have given maps (of the 
minefields),'* visiting Kuwaiti 
Minister of State for Cabinet 
Abdul Rahman AJ Awadi told a 
news conference. 

“But most of the maps look to 
be not very correct," he said. 

The biggest problem was mines 
planted around Kuwait's oil 
wells, 85 per cent of which were 
set ablaze before Iraqi troops 
withdraw from Kuwait, Mr. Awa- 
di said. 

This made it difficult to predict 
how long it would take to exting- 
uish the fires, he said. He voiced 
hopes Western experts would be 
able to start putting the fires out 
within a month. 


Kuwait hoped the first fires 
would be extinguished within 
three months of starting the op- 
eration. 

“Maybe within a year we will 
have some control and have some 
oil for exportation," Mr. Awadi. 
said. It might take up three years 
to put out all the fires now 
blanketing Kuwait in heavy 
smoke, he said. 

Kuwait wanted basic issues be- *■ 
tween Iraq and Kuwait, including 
reparations and a border dispute, 
settled before a final ceasefire 
was agreed, he said. 

Mines on land and sea were a 
major factor in Kuwait's prob- 
lems in restoring a semblance of 
normal life after seven months of 
Iraqi occupation, he said. 

There were 8,000 mines in the 
sea, which along with vehicles 
and scrap dumped in harbour 
channels had made it difficult to 
bring goods into the country. 
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AJ-Ahli, AbdaU 664164/6 


777101/3 

AJ-Bashtr. J, Ashrafteb 7751 1 1/26 
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Process Basina Hospital .. (02)275535 
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nw Al N&feea Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

MARKET PRICES 
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Banana ......... 500 / 450 
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Home News 


Health Ministry warns 
of unfit drugs on market 


By Ithar Khasawneh 
Petra 

AMMAN — The Health Ministry 
disclosed Tuesday that certain 
types of unregistered drugs which 
do not conform to local or inter- 
national specifications have re- 
cently found their way into the 
Jordanian markets. 

The Ministry of Health confis- . 
cared the smuggled medicine and 
arrested those involved in the 
illicit trade, according to pharma- 
cist Nayef Haraarneh, director of 
die Health Ministry's Pharmacy 
and Drug Control Department. 

“Jordanian pharmaceutical 
produce are of very high quality 
and are being marketed in many 
countries, and they also cover 
nearly 40 per cent of the total 
local needs,” he said. . 

“It is this department's duty to 
control the flow of incoming and 
outgoing drugs, the department is 
concerned with providing the 
citizens with the best available 
drugs,” Mr. Haxn am eh said. 

“Last year Jordan’s four phar- 
maceutical firms sold a total of 
JD 35.177 million worth of Jorda- 
nian medicine to other countries 
and met the local markets' re- 
quirements of drugs,” Mr. 
Hamameh said. 

He said that tbe private and the 


public sectors were maintaining 
dose cooperation so as to keep 
the local markets supplied with 
all types of drugs and that the 
present drug situation in the 
Kingdom can be described as 
good as there is no shortage of 
medicines in the local pharma- 
cies. 

Jordan sells drugs through its 
663 pharmacies which are con- 
stantly subjected to inspection 
and control whh regard to prices, 
specifications of drugs and 
others. “Control is carried out by 
. teams from the Health Ministry 
which also follow up affairs per- 
taining to 1,750 pharmacists, of 
whom 420 are from the occupied 
West Bank.” Mr. Hamameh 
pointed out. 

“The Health Ministry also con- 
trols dangerous dmgs at the dis- 
posal of tbe local pharmacies, 
examines samples of all types of 
imported and locally manufac- 
tured drugs, conducts research 
work to determine specifications 
of drugs, takes responsibility of 
drug registration processes and 
fixes the prices in cooperation 
with the local drag stores,” Mr. 
Hamameh added. 

For this highly technical task, 
he said, the Ministry of Health 
has employed experienced 
pharmacists and specialists. 


Red Cross sends 
relief aid to Baghdad 


AMMAN — (R) The Internal 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) sent a 25-track con- 
voy of food, water and medicine 
to Iraq Tuesday. 

The shipment included 19 ton- 
nes of plastic bags to be filled 
with purified water from Red 
Cross water treatment plants 
already sent to Baghdad to supply 
hospitals and civilians, Michel 
Schroeder, ICRC spokesman in 
Jordan, said. 

Three refrigerated trucks car- 
ried three tonnes of water needed 
for Gulf war prisoners being ex- 
changed by Iraq and U.S.-led 
allied forces under ICRC supervi- 
sion. 

Schroeder said ICRC officials 
were distributing food and raedi- 

' i 


cine to 23 Baghdad hospitals and 
were looking for storage and dis- 
tribution sites for drinking water 
in the Iraqi capital in an attempt 
to head off the threat of 
epidemics. 

Baghdad's water and sewage 
networks were destroyed by 
allied bombing during the war. 

Tuesday’s convoy, the fifth 
sent from Jordan by the ICRC, 
contained almost 3S0 tonnes of 
supplies, including medicincr 
flour, rice and 30 tonnesofifiuj to 
operate water purifiers. 

Mohammad A1 Ha did, vice- 
president of Jordan’s Red Cres- 
cent Society, said it had sent 20 
tonnes of medicines to Iraq and 
three power generators for hos- 
pitals. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF > 


King congratulates Tunisia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday sent a 
congratulatory cable to Tunisian President Zine A1 A be dine Ben 
AJi, congratulating him on his country's national day, and wishing 
him continued good health and the Tunisian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Ambassadors present credentials 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Three newly appointed ambassadors to 
Jordan presented their credentials to His Majesty King Hussein at 
Raghadan Palace in separate ceremonies Monday. These are 
Mohammad A1 Taher Banani, of Morocco, Theodore Pantzaris, 
of Greece, and Laslo Kadarof Hungary. The ceremonies were 
attended by Chief of the Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince Raad Ben Zeid and Foreign Minister 
Taher A1 Masri. 

Cabinet endorses regulations 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday endorsed a number of 
regulations, including the regulation on the salaries and allo- 
wances of the University of Jordan staff, and the regulation 
regarding the teaching staff of Yarmouk University. The Cabinet 
also approved the revised law for Yarmouk University's adminis- 
trative and technical staff. 

Abu Taleb thanks company for 
contribution 

AMMAN (Petra) — Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Fathi Abu 
Taleb Tuesday voiced appreciation to Jordan Petroleum Refinery . 
Company for its generous contribution of JD 50,000 to the 
People’s Army. In a message to the company, Gen. Abu Taleb 
said this true and nationalistic position was the object of pride and 
appreciation of all the Armed Forces personnel. The message also 
said that such contributions reflected true belonging and aware- 
ness of the circumstances the country is passing through. 


Abu Sharif 

(Condoned from page 1) 


negotiating table. 

It quoted him as saying the 
PLO would agree that a non-PLO 
Palestinian delegation negotiate a 
settlement with Israel, that the 
Palestinians would accept a state 
less than the complete West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, that the Palesti- 
nian state need not be headed by 
Mr. Arafat, and “that the sought- 
for homeland would be demilita- 
rised for a transitional period. 

WAFA, the PLO news agency, 
said from Tunis that Mr. An 
Sharif, if he had said these things, 
was only representing himself and 
hot reflecting the official line. 

Mr. Abu Sharif told Jordan 
Radio Wednesday that his state- 
ment was distorted. “There’s 
absolutely no troth to this news" 
that the PLO was willing to offer 
concessions. 

Mr. Abu Sharif, 44, started his 
career in the liberation move- 


ment when he was studying for a 
bachelor’s degree in political sci- 
ence at the American University 
of Beirut in the early 1960s. He 
later also obtained a master's 
degree in chemistry from the 
university. 

He was an active member of 
the Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) until he 
broke ranks with its leader, 
George Habash, in 1987. 

As official spokesman for the 
PFLP in 1972, Mr. Abu Sharif 
escaped assassination when a let- 
ter bomb exploded in his hands as 
he opened an envelope addressed 
to him at the PFLP headquarters 
in Beirut- He lost his left eye, and 
three fingers. His face remains 
grossly disfigured. 

He is a native of the West Bank 
village of Kafar Aqab. He is 
married and has two children, 
Karma, 15, and Omar 12. 



Greater demand daring Ramadan makes the prices of vegetables and fruits soar (file photo) 


Rise in produce prices due 
to demand, poor crops — official 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Supply says that it is doing all it 
can to make available in the Local 
markets most of the items deman- 
ded by the public, especially agri- 
cultural products and meat during 
the holy month of Ramadan. 

Ministry Secretary-General 
Radi Ibrahim told Jordan Televi- 
sion Monday evening that the 
present rise in the prices of cer- 
tain types of vegetables was due 
to the fact that Jordan was still 
passing through the transitional 
period between winter and sum- 
mer, and only limited quantities 
of agricultural products, especial- 
ly tomatoes and cucumbers, 
reach the local markets. 

Merchants or customers, inter- 
viewed by Jordan Television on 
the same programme, differed in 
views with Mr. Ibrahim arguing 
that the rise in prices of almost 
everything was normal for the 
month of Ramadan when the 


demand is bigger and prices rise. 

.For instance, they said that a 
kilogramme of tomatoes which 
sold for 350 fils one day before 
the beginning of Ramadan went 
up as high as 550 fils on the first 
day of the holy month, three days 
ago. 

A woman customer inter- 
viewed on the programme said 
that she could not buy fruits and 
vegetables for the family as the 
prices of nearly everything went 
up with the beginning of Rama- 
dan. She called for government 
intervention to put an end to the 
chaos in prices. 

Mr. Ibrahim's views were back- 
ed by Ayed A1 Wirr, director 
general of the Jordan Agricultu- 
ral Marketing and Processing 
Company (JAMPCO), who said 
that the reason behind the rise in 
prices, especially of tomatoes and 
citrus fruit, was mainly due to the 
very limited quantities reaching 
the market. 

In addition, the past agricultu- 
ral season witnessed some set- 


backs when many types of crops 
were hit by disease, consequently 
reducing the amounts of crops 
produced, especially tomatoes. 
Dr. Wirr said. 

He said that only 30 per cent of 
the total citrus fruit harvest sur- 
vived the disease, causing a no- 
ticeable rise in the price of 
oranges, grapefruit, lemons and 
others. 

Dr. Wirr denied that the rise in 
prices was due to exports as 
exports have now halted because 
the traditional markets in the 
Gulf region have stopped pur- 
chasing Jordanian products. 

He said that the demand and 
supply was a major factor in 
determining the prices of the 
available products in the local 
markets. 

According to the Ministry of 
Supply, the country has sufficient 
quantities of frozen meat, poultry 
and fish, and there is no need for 
rush or stockpiling during the 
month of Ramadan. 


Fundamentalist activists 
held for illegal actions 


AMMAN (AP) — Police raided 
the headquarters of two fun- 
damentalist Islamic factions and 
arrested at least 11 members, 
including two accused of planning 
an attack last week on Israel, 
Muslim activists and officials re- 
ported Monday. 

The two arrested in connection 
with the infiltration into Israel on 
March 11 were the sons of Assad 
Bayyoud Tamimi, spiritual leader 
of Islamic Jihad-Beit AI Maqdes, 
a senior member of the group 
said. 

Six armed Jordanian infiltra- 
tors were killed and three Israeli 
troops were wounded in the infil- 
tration south of the Tirat Zvi 
collective farm in northern Israel. 
The farm is about 72 kilometres 
northeast of Jerusalem. 

The Islamic Jihad-Beit Al- 
Maqdes faction, formed 10 years 
ago, advocates the eradication of 
the Jewish state. 


The party source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
police raided the headquarters of 
Islamic Jihad-Beit Al-Maqdes in 
a Palestinian neighbourhood in 
Amman on Sunday and arrested 
Tareq and Muhammad Tamimi. 

“Police raided our offices, their 
homes and confiscated some per- 
sonal weapons,” the source said. 
He said the arms belonged to 
bodyguards and included three 
Soviet-made Kalashnikovs and 
three pistols. 

“Police also confiscated our 
communication equipment, in- 
cluding the telefax sysaem, three 
telephones, typewriters and other 
machines,” the source said. 

A Jordanian security official, 
who cannot be named under reg- 
ulations, confirmed the arrest re- 
port and said the communications 
equipment was “deemed illegal 
since the party in question is not 
licensed and prohibited from 


printing political material.” 

The official said that in a 
second raid some members of 
Al-Tahrir, or liberation parry, 
were also arrested and charged 
with “violating Jordan's print and 
publications laws." 

Spokesman of Al-Tahrir Party, 
Atta Abu Rushteh, said that nine 
members of his group were 
arrested this week and accused of 
distributing leaflets in the street. 

“Six men were arrested and 
will be taken to court this week; 
two are being interrogated at the 
■ Intelligence Department and one 
has tried by a martial court and 
sentenced to 18 months in pris- 
on,” Rushteh said in an inter- 
view. 

While the use of martial law 
has been drastically cut back in 
Jordan since the parliamentary 
elections of 1989, it is still used in 
cases related to the Kingdom's 
national security. 


UNICEF officials foresee 
health disaster in Iraq 


AMMAN (AP) — The “clock is 
ticking” on efforts to prevent a 
major health disaster in Iraq but 
it can be done, UNICEF officials 
said Tuesday. 

One official estimated there 
had been no more than 1,500 
civilian war casualties, excluding 
the southern port city of Basra, 
which is still dosed because of 
internal rebellion - 

Both described the residents of 
Baghdad as being in shock, una- 
ware of the extent of ruin in 
which their nation lies. 

"It is now a pre -industrial 
country,” said Richard Reid, the 
regional director in the Middle 
East and North Africa for the 
United Nation's Children's Fund. 

“The big problem is there is no 
energy. Thai’s the mother of all 
problems,” said Retd, who re- 
turned recently from Baghdad. 

He and RL Gianni Mura, the 
UNICEF representative for Iraq, 
briefed reporters on efforts to 
control communicable diseases, 
improve nutrition and provide 
safe drinking water. 

Muni, who just returned after 
a month in Baghdad, said S2 
million worth of chlorine and 
alum to puriofy water, spare 
parts, electric generators and 
other equipment were being ship- 
ped to Iraq. 

“This is going to be a rolling 
operation,” said Mum, who had 


pulled out of the capital after the 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

I am upbeat because we can 
make a difference. We have ex- 
perience. We have tbe right peo- 
ple, and we put our hands in the 
dirt,” be said. 

The officials said 90 per cent of 
the drinking water in Iraq now 
comes from rivers contaminated 
by sewage because sanitation sys- 
tems were destroyed during the 
war. 

Seventy-per cent of Baghdad is 
getting some water, but with in- 
sufficient health guarantees, he 
said. 

The UNICEF goal is to supply 
daily 10 to 50 litres of sanitary 
water per person, he said. 

“We can really hear the dock 
ticking,' Reid said. He said it 
must be done before the end of 
the first week of April. Then 
temperatures begin to rise to 
summer highs of 50 degrees cen- 
tigrade creating ideal conditions 
for water-borne disease to 
spread. 

Reid said Murzi said so far 
there had been no reports of 
cholera or typhoid, as had been 
feared, but diarrhoea had increased 
100 per cent. That presents a 
danger of dehydration, especially 
in infants- 

Neither official said he had 
seen civilian war casualties in any 
of the hospitals they had visited. 


Reid said he believed precision 
allied bombing had helped keep 
figures lower than estimates that 
have run into the tens o 
thousands. 

“Excluding Basra. I would 
guess that total casualties did not 
exceed 1.500, including the 
American shelter” struck in a 
February bombing raid on Bagh- 
dad, Reid said. 

UNICEF has not been allowed 
in Basra to assess water sanitation 
and other health needs. 

“We would guess the condi- 
tions in Basra are worst! of all,” 
Reid said. 

There is food in Baghdad, in- 
cluding lentils, cucumbers, toma- 
toes, some wheat flour and 
bread, Reid and Murzi said. But 
people are getting less than the 
required 1,000 calories a day. 

Inflation is staggering, with 
meat costing more than $20 per 
half kilogramme and gasoline S26 
a litre, they said. 

Reid said people in Baghdad 
are “in severe shock.” 

* “They’e like victims of auto- 
mobile accidents in the hospital,” 
he said. “They can feel the fin- 
gers, the phantom limbs are 
there. They believe they could 
win in the Olympic games.” . 

He said it would cost up to $1 
million to restore the water sys- 
tem in Baghdad to acceptable 
levels. 


JLA eager to promote 
profession, services to public 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Library Association (JLA) plans 
to hold a general conference for 
Jordanian librarians in the last 
quarter of 1991 in order to discuss 
ways to promote the profession of 
librarians and their service to the 
public, according to JLA Presi- 
dent Anwar Akroush. 

He said that this year the JLA 
started setting up public libraries 
for municipalities at Deir Yousef, 
Mazar. Shamali, Shajara and 
Mu'ab in a bid to expand the 
library service to the rural as well 
as the urban regions of Jordan. 

“In the past year, the JLA 
organised nine training courses 
for new librarians to orient them 
on work in classification and in- 
dexing and the use of computers 
to store information and other 
types of library work,” Mr. 
Akroush said. 

He said that the JLA, which 
was established in 1963. had con- 
ducted a general survey of all the 
libraries at the community col- 
leges in Jordan and stayed in 
constant touch with public librar- 



Anwar Akroush 


ies which exist in all main towns 
and cities. 

“The mosl significant achieve- 
ment of the JLA was the publica- 
tion of 'the national bibliography' 
in 1989. a task that took years to 
accomplish." Mr. Akroush 
pointed out. 

“The national bibliography.” 


he Said, is considered as the main 
source of information about Jor- 
' dan's cultural heritage; it presents 
the researchers with a compre- 
hensive knowledge about pub- 
lications and authors in Jordan as 
well as university theses. 

In all. he said, the bibliography 
contains 3.631 titles, of which 
3,021 are in Arabic. 

According to Mr. Akroush. 
JLA maintains strong contacts 
with its counterparts in Sudan 
and Syria and since last May it 
has initiated cooperation with the 
Iraqi Library Association. 

He said that the JLA took part 
in the Tunis international book 
exhibition organised last March; 
last week the JLA organised an 
exhibition of Jordanian books 
and paintings at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre, with the proceeds 
benefitting the Iraqi people. 

Mr. Akroush said that the 
JLA. which groups 500 Jordanian 
librarians, was striving to develop 
library work in cooperation with 
local, Arab and international 
organisations and libraries. 


Palestinian ambassador calls 
for lifting embargo on Iraq 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The ambassador of 
Palestine to Iraq Azzam AI 
Ahmad Tuesday called for lifting 
the embargo imposed on Iraq and 
appealed to the Arab countries 
which advocated an inier-ATab 
solution to the Gulf crisis to 
support Iraq politically, following 
their failure to support it militari- 
ly- 

Mr. AI Ahmad, who was 
addressing an audience of more 
than 1,000 people at the Profes- 
sional Associations Complex, said 
that a number of Palestinians, 
enlisted with the Iraqi army were 
killed in the military operations, 
including a brigadier, who was 
recruited by the Iraqi military 
engineering corps, while fighting 
against the U.S.-led forces near 
the town of Safwan. 

Speaking on the situation of 
Palestinians in Iraq. Mr. AI 
Ahmad said that a committee, 
comprising representatives of the 
Palestinian Red Crescent and the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross as well as members 
from the Palestinian Embassy in 


Kuwait, was formed to make the 
necessary arrangements with the 
Kuwaiti authorities to ensure the 
safety of Palestinians. 

He said that the Palestinians 
will overcome this problems, as 
they did before, during other 
crisis. 

Speaking about the withdrawal 
of Iraqi forces from Kuwait. Mr. 
AI Ahmad said it was completed 
under the cover of Iraqi artillery 
and rockets. He said that the 
long-range Iraqi artillery and 
rocket launchers had fired more 
than 250.000 bombs and missiles 
to cover up for the withdrawal of 
the Iraqi forces. This has contri- 
buted to tbe successful withdraw- 
al of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, a 
fact that was testified by senior 
Soviet and American officials, 
according to the ambassador. Mr. 
AI Ahmad said that the Iraqis 
would soon release the figures of 
their casualties and those of their 
enemies. 

The Iraqi army, he said, has 
fought without any Iraqi air cov- 
er. because radar stations were 
disrupted. However, he added, 
Iraqis have lost around 40 fighter, 
planes, while the allied forces lost 
93 planes. 


The air and ground battles had 
failed, during the first three days, 
to deal a deadly blow to the Iraqi 
armed forces, and that is why the 
allied forces started hitting civil 
targets, the ambassador said. 

He criticised Arab countries 
for failing to extend military sup- 
port for Iraq, saying that the 
absence of Arab support for Iraq 
was one of the reasons that led 
the Iraqis to accept a ceasefire in 
the hostilities. 

He confirmed that Israeli pilots 
flew American fighters, which 
raided Iraq, adding that cruise 
missiles were launched from Na- 
qab desert on Iraq. 

He criticised the Cairo summit, 
.which was held without any pre- 
parations unlike the other Arab 
summits, saying that such an 
abrupt summit was decided upon 
by the Americans, in order to 
give the Saudis and others a 
pretext to seek the help of foreign 
forces and to implement the 
American plot, aimed at des- 
troying Iraq. He said that Amer- 
ica had exercised pressures on 
Iraq since Feb. 1990. when it 
banned the exporation of wheat 
to Iraq. 


TCC British Council to reopen 

CO n d U Ct S library , resume services 


survey 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Almost 71 
per cent of Jordanian telephone 
contacts with destinations abroad 
and 88 per cent of the subscribers 
are aware of the fact that the 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (TCC) charges reduced rates 
for night calls, according to the 
results of a survey of telephone 
callers conducted by Yarmouk. 
University. 

The survey, organised by Dr. 
Farouk Halalsheh. and Dr. 
Mohammad Muhtaseb, said that 
they directed questions about the 
use of telephones in Jordan to 340 
subscribers in various go ve mo- 
rates. 

The questions revolved around 
the subscribers’ views about the 
telephone service in general and 
the facilities given by the TCC for 
night callers and the suggestions 
they would like to give to the 
TCC for improving the service, 
the two organisers said. 

The survey showed that 66.7 
per cent of the subscribers were 
aware of the number of local 
telephone calls they can make. 
According to TCC rules each- 
subscriber is allowed 1,000 local 
telephone calls annually. 


By Debbie Lovatt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The British Council 
will reopen its library Saturday 
and resume its other services 
gradually, within the Ramadan 
schedule. The council was closed 
for the duration of the recent 
Gulf war. 

Miles Roddis, the director of 
the British Council in Amman, 
said “there is no reason why we 
shouldn't resume a full program- 
me but it will be modest because 
of Ramadan and then Easter.” 

Apart from the library, the 
British Council offers language 
courses in English and colloquial 
Arabic and organises lectures and 
video showings. 

Three weeks of spring term 
were lost due to the closure, but it 
is hoped that these will be made 
up. 

"We are hoping to complete 
the lost part of the term, but if we 
can't then we will reduce the fees 
for the next term to compensate 
for the money lost due to the 
curtailed term.” explained Mr. 
Roddis. 

Arab students studying English 
have had to suffer the inconvenience 
of the British Council being shut 
but most have not lost out on 


work towards an important ex- 
amination. The council offers the 
University of Cambridge first cer- 
tificate in English for the highest 
level only. The majority of stu- 
dents range from beginners’ level 
to intermediate. 

The British Council remained 
dosed after the Christmas holi- 
days for security reasons. British 
members of staff were requested 
to leave on the advice of the 
British and Commonwealth 
Office in London and the British 
Embassy in Amman. 

"There will always be a threat 
(to security) even in the most 
normal times, but throughout this 
difficult period there was only 
one hoax telephone call and no- 
thing else." said Mr. Roddis. 

By the end of this week all the 
British Council’s foreign staff will 
have returned from Britain. All 
staff were paid their regular 
wages during the closed period 
and none has found employment 
elsewhere. 

Other cultural centres in Am- 
man remained open throughout 
the Gulf crisis and the 42-day 
Gulf war. The French Cultural 
Centre did not close even though 
on the night of Jan. 30 its library 
was almost completely destroyed 
by a fire started by arson. 


Gorbachev 

(Continued from page 1) 

-president by parliament. 

An official of the Russian elec- 
toral commission told Reuters 
with almost half of the results in. 
that approval of the proposal was 
running at 71 per cent. In Mr. 
Yeltsin's home base, Sverdlovsk 
in the Urals, it was 86 per cent. 

If confirmed, this result would 
boost the one-third communist 
and now radical standard-bearer 
in his bid to hold elections for a 
Russian ‘presidency, in which he 
woud almost certainly come out 
winner. 

In its turn, this would streng- 
then him drive to break the last 
seven decades of central control 
from the Kremlin. 


Airraid 

(Continued from page 1) 

Struggle Front in the Bekaa Val- 
ley of east Lebanon, wounding 
seven. 

By police count, 11 people 
were killed and 48 wounded in 
the five previous Israeli air 
attacks into Lebanon this year. 

Israel carried out 21 air raids 
on Lebanon in 1990, killing 40 
people and wounding 82. 

This week's attacks followed a 
peace mission by U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker to Israel 
and Syria last week and the re- 
ported killing by Israeli troops of 
six guerrilla infiltrators. 

Lebanese troops and Israeli- 
backed militiamen clashed for an 
hour earlier on Tuesday in the 
first exchange of fire since the 


army moved to the south last 
month, a military statement said. 

_ Security sources said four mili- 
tiamen in the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) were wounded in 
shooting after an SLA patrol set 
off a mine when it advanced out 
of the Israeli-declared "security 
zone" in the south. 

The 3,000-sirong SLA, backed 
by an estimated 1,000 Israeli 
soldiers, holds the border “secur- 
ity zone” which runs up to IS 
kilometres into Lebanese territory 
and was set up in 19S5. 

Lebanon wants an uncon- 
ditional Israeli withdrawal from 
the south. Thousands of troops 
moved up to the “security zone" 
in February as part of a plan to 
end nearly 16 years of civil war. 

Government sources said the 
Lebanese government would dis- 
cuss on Wednesday a plan to 
disband Lebanon’s militias. 
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Siide must stop 

JORDAN'S DECISION in principle to attend the 95th session 
of the Arab League Council offers a window of opportunity to 
begin the process of healing Arab wounds in the aftermath of 
the the Gulf crisis. All indications point to Amman 's accept- 
ance of the invitation to go to Cairo for the Arab meeting at the 
foreign ministers' level. 

True, Jordan has ample reservations about the speed and 
arbitrary way the Arab League's headquarters was transferred 
from Tunis to Cairo a few months ago. Six other Arab states 
also voiced concern about the manner of transferring the Arab 
organisation to Cairo and therefore boycotted the league's 
meeting in Cairo last September for that reason. Yet the fact 
remains that a resolution in principle was adopted in March of 
1990 to transfer the Arab League to Cairo after the end of the 
suspension of Egypt as a league member. This is no time to 
haggle about form and procedural issues since the Arab World 
is beleaguered by a host of greater and potentially more 
dangerous conflicts and issues. Once the foreign ministers of 
the feuding Arab states get together and start talking to one 
another there will be endless opportunities to put the Arab 
World on the right track once again. Such an opportunity must 
not be missed. In the same vein, sincere efforts must be exerted 
to have Baghdad represented in such an Arab forum especially 
because it would be the first of its kind occurring in the wake of 
the Gulf war. Iraq was and still is an important part of the 
Arab Order and a founding member of the Arab League. No 
doubt, the Arab meeting’s agenda is uppermost on the minds of 
the Arab countries participating in the Cairo session. Presum- 
ably the issues associated with the Palestinian case and the 
aftermath of the Gulf war would be accorded the highest 
priority. In this context, the Arab governments are invited to 
pay closer attention to the alarming situation inside Kuwait 
where persistent and confirmed reports speak of acts of 
torture, arbitrary arrests and murder being committed against 
non-Kuwaiti nationals, especially Jordanian and Palestinian 
residents of that country. 

The London-based human rights organisation. Amnesty 
International, has called for an investigation of the reports of 
gross and systematic human rights violations in Kuwait and a 
communique issued by it maintains that "the growing number 
of reports point to a pattern of abuses that must be open to 
urgent and independent investigation." The Arab League 
should be at the forefront of such an investigation and the 
Cairo Arab meeting on March 30 provides the kind of 
opportunity to begin or follow up on just that. It would be 
utterly irresponsible of the Arab countries to have international 
organisations whether non-governmental or governmental to 
conduct such an investigation while they sit idly by. Human 
rights violations in any part of the Arab World is a stigma and 
a travesty that would afflict all the Arab peoples wherever they 
are. Liberated Kuwait is naturally under the limelight of 
international and regional -scrutiny and it behooves the 
government there to facilitate an Arab probe into its human 
rights record before it becomes the subject of international 
fora's microscopic investigations for years to come. The list oT 
Arab countries under United Nations investigations for alleged- 
ly perpetrating gross and systematic human rights violations is 
already long and it would be a sad moment if one more Arab 
state is added to the dishonourable list. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THE END of the Gulf war gave way to the advent of a new and 
real war. tantamount to a holy struggle on the part of the Arab 
and Islamic people against the United States and colonial powers, 
said A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Tuesday. With their present actions, the 
United States. Britain and the Zionist enemies arc sowing in our 
hearts a deep-rooted hatred, and paving the ground for a real 
confrontation which is still to begin, the paper noted. By 
murdering ihe Iraqi people. President Bush did not achieve 
victory and this criminal can never get rid of the complex created 
by his crime. the paper continued. Bush had come with his arsenal 
of weapons to kill women and children, but with the disguise of a 
savior because he had clamied that his forces were sent to the 
desert to protect Saudi Arabia, but later changed the slogan to 
liberating Kuwait. After his barbaric aggression on the Iraqi 
people. Bush is still holding on to pans of Iraqi territory and 
continues 10 starve the Iraqi people hoping to rid the American 
public of the Vietnam complex and the defeat of the American 
forces there, the paper pointed out. What the United States had 
committed since August last year is a series of crimes driven by 
the belief that it can kill and destory and do whatever it wants in 
other nations lands with impunity, the paper added. But. it said, 
the United States and its president can by no means escape the 
wrath of the Arabs and Muslims who will sooner or later wage a 
real and a long holy war against the aggressors. 

Now that the Gulf states have decided to punish Jordan for its 
nationalist stand during the Gulf crisis by boycotting Jordanian 
agricultural products, the concerned authorities should not 
harbour false hopes that these markets in the Gulf could ever 
return, says a columnist in Sawt Al Staaab daily. The search for 
new markets for the surplus products is not a novelty for Jordan 
which used to sell agricultural products to European nations as 
well as the Arab states even when ties were good with the Arabs, 
says Ahmad Dhiban. In fact Jordan started looking for new 
markets for its products in the early 19S0s because the rich Gulf 
states had started producing their own needs of crops, albeit at an 
extravagant cost, and because Jordanian products have started to 
confront heavy competition due to the cheaper products from 
Turkey and Greece, says the writer. But on the whole, he notes, 
the concerned authorities in Jordan did not give much seriousness 
to the search for European markets in the past, and consequently 
only limited amounts of agricultural products succeeded in 
reaching European markets in the past years. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malki 


Policies that needlessly distort investment 


ON the northern tip of the east coast of the Dead Sea stands the 
Dead Sea Hotel which has not been inaugurated but nevertheless 
has been receiving few holiday-makers since last fall, mainly from 
Jordan but also from Germany. The Gulf crisis badly disrupted 
the activities of the hotel as weU as its plans. Hopefully, the end of 
the war will herald a new and prosperous era for this hotel and 
other touristic activities in Jordan and the Middle East area at 
large. 

The focus of this article is neither the hotel per se nor tourism. 
It jusi seemed too odd to me to find that the establishment of this 
facility, the first and only hotel in such an important touristic 
location, was delayed until 1990, almost a decade after the 
greatest economic boom in the area had faded away. 

There is however a good, albeit sad, explanation for this oddity. 
The proprietors of this privately-owned hotel applied for its 
establishment as early as 197$. that is in the heat of the economic 
boom. The shores of the Dead Sea are state-owned and the laud 
on which the building was to be erected had to be leased by the 
government. That process took eight years to accomplish as the 
necessary lease was granted only in 1986. 

This was spectacular example of how the governmental 


policies, procedures and/or shortsightedness could unnecessarily 
distort and sometimes ravage the investment climate. To a private 
entrepreneur, the idea, of building the Erst hotel on the Dead Sea 
shore could be a very bright investment opportunity in the midst 
of a business boom. To withhold the lease for six or more years 
turns the whole thing upside down because the economic wheel 
runs a full cycle'over such a period to the extent that what was one 
feasible might turti out to be unfeasible. Under these or similar 
circumstances, even the smartest entrepreneurs and investors 
cannot work. Thanks to absurd economic policies and bureaucra- 
tic practices, entrepreneurs end up embroiled in aborted invest- 
ments and projects. Most probably they also end up defaulting on 
their loans to banks and, altogether, in a financial mess. 

At this particular time juncture, Jordan badly needs a truly 
healthy investment climate to enable it cope with the existent and 
coming economic challenges and to render its economy a 
competent and competitive one in the markets and avenues of the 
post-war era. It wil be so tragic if the government outdated 
practices impede the adjustment warranted by the new era 
especially with respect to improving and enhancing the prevailing 


investment climate. A genuine shift m the mentality sh^ take 
^STTway that mul guarantee that this cl, mate beUte^ 
£ much as possible. The complexes and some ofthe ona 
undisputed norms of the past have lo be abandoned, 
policies should facilitate investment not impede it under out- 
dated pretext of awkwardly defined public interest. 

And this shift may well need real guts, particularly m the area 
of public finance where the reigning mentality seems to be 
preoccupied mainly with raising more revenues through imposing 
^^taxes decreed in provisional laws, rather 
stimulating investment and enhancing its climate. Let us hope that 
the present managers of our economic and fiscal policies have the 
courage necessary to overcome their historical bias and to nghten 
the course of the current policies. . 

J. Schumpeter’s model of economic development is based on 
the notion that innovation is the most important force that propels 
growth. Innovation is what entrepreneurs do. If government 
policies and procedures frustrate the entrepreneurial spirit the 
way our economic policy did in the case of the Dead Sea Hotel 
project and if this state of affairs continues, there will not be much 


* 


Anti-Arab hate crimes surge in the U.S. 


By Michael Novick 

The following article is reprinted 
from the New York-based. The 
Guard/an. an independent radical 
newsweeklv. 

LOS ANGELES — With the 
Gulf war ending, it is unclear 
whether the recent surge of 
attacks on Arab-Americans will 
recede, according to Arab- 
American groups. 

The problem is national in 
scope, and Arab-American activ- 
ists hold the government partially 
responsible. They say FBI harass- 
ment of Arab-Americans and in- 
adequate responses to attacks 
have created the environment for 
hate crimes to flourish. 

Since Operation Desert Storm 
began Jan. 17. the American- 
Arab Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee has received more than 50 
report^ of acts of violence, 
harassment and intimidation 
against Arab-Americans. These 
follow on the heels of 47 incidents 
between the Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait and Jan. 17. The rate 
increased from fewer than one 
per month in early 1990 to 58 in 
the month of January this year. 

More hairy eyeballing 

The committee also criticised 
continuing FBI questioning of 
Arab-Americans. Ghassan 
Khalek. an employee of the 
Federal Communications Com- 


mission. described the negative 
effects of having FBI agents ar- 
rive at his office and flash their 
badges to question him, making 
him appear a suspect: “There are 
people who don't want to hang 
out with you because they know 
the FBI is looking for you." But 
not everyone is giving Khalek the 
hairy eyeball. Khalek told a press 
conference that at least one co- 
worker has hung a sign on his 
office door saying, "Arab people 
are our friends, not our ene- 
mies." 

Hate crimes in the wake of the 
war have not been restricted to 
Arab-Americans; the Anti- 
Defamation League of B’nai 
B'rith reported a record number 
of attacks against Jews last year, 
with a 71 per cent increase in 
California alone. Betsy Rosen- 
thal of the league said 1991 looks 
to be even worse. 

Other government agencies be- 
sides the FBI have harassed 
Arab-Americans. In Los 
Angeles, the Department of 
Motor Vehicles attempted to re- 
voke personalised licence plates 
reading “4 JIHAD" purchased a 
year ago by Dr. Kareem Jaffer 
for a 12-year-old ’BMW he got 
for his son. “Jihad,” meaning 
“holy war" in Arabic, is the 
teen-ager's name. 

A spokesman for the agency 
said a motorist complained that ~ 


the plates are advertising that the 
Jaffers "are for a holy war against- 
U.S. forces in the Gulf; they 
would be very offensive obviously 
to many people." The depart- 
ment backed down from its 
attempt to retrieve the plates 
after press reports disclosed that 
Jihad was the youth's name. 

In Tulsa. Okla., an Iraqi- 
American family was burned out 
of their home on Feb. 21. 
According to Abdul Almusanni, 
the message “You are dead" was 
spray-painted on his house. 
Police are investigating the arson 
attack as a hate crime. 

Tulsa is the home of several 
white supremacist groups, includ- 
ing the Oklahoma Whitemen's 
Association, and was the site of 
one of Tom of Metzger’s racist 
telephone hate lines over which 
the White Aryan Resistance lead- 
er slandered Arabs and Jews. 

In San Francisco, Moustafa 
Awadalla, a Kuwaiti immigrant, 
was brutally beaten while deliver- 
ing a pizza in the Haight Ashbury 
district, which has also been the 
scene of organising by Metzger’s 
group and neo-Nazi skinheads 
associated with it. Awadalla, who 
required six hours of brain 
surgery, believes he was attacked 
“just for being an Arab." 

At the University of Texas in 
Austin, someone tacked up post- 
TjTsieaturing a'racisr caricature of 


an Arab man captioned, 
“Wanted: Dead or Alive — Any 
Arab 

In Boston, Ahmad Tahba. a 
Palestinian, received death 
threats and was forced to move 
from his home. His roommate was 
told, "Kick the Arab out." 
Across the river in Cambridge, 
Mass., several Kuwaiti students 
were harassed in February, re- 
sulting in the suspension of those 
responsible. 

In Gaithersburg. Md.. an 
Iranian-American family was 
beaten by a road crew. The 
attackers fractured the father's 
skull in the beating, and he is still 
partially paralysed. One of them 
was quoted as saying. “I want to 
kill these foreigners to teach them 
a lesson about complaining in our 
country." 

In Bloomington, NJ., police 
are investigating whether the van- 
dalism of a Jordanian-American 
family's home during the second 
week of February was a "bias 
incident." Omar Saraman. a U.S. 
resident for two decades, re- 
ported a threatening phone call 
received by his family as the 
ground war loomed. “A man said 
that if anything happened to our 
troops in the Gulf, pur family 
would pay for It,” Samman told 
reporters. 

Intruders slashed several pieces 


of furniture and broke a large 
mirror, leaving a yellow ribbon in 
the living room. Unlike most 
people in the neighbourhood, the 
Sammans did not display ribbon. 
Nevertheless neighbours and 
families of the children's class- 
mates were supportive, calling 
with offers of help. 

Meanwhile, in Massachusetts, 
several Lebanese seeking politic- 
al asyhum have been placed in 
detention and face prosecution 
for using false documents. Attor- 
neys working on the cases say the 
number of Arabs seeking asylum 
is unprecedented and has climbed 
in recent months to nearly 50 per 
cent of the caseload, which had 
previously been predominantly 
Central Americans. 

Asylum seekers frequently use 
false papers since they are fleeing 
to avoid persecution and fear 
revealing thdr identities to their 
countries' authorities. Both be- 
fore and after the charges were 
filed against the two Lebanese, 
non-Arabs have been allowed to 
enter under similar circumst- 
ances, immigration lawyers with 
the Political Asylum Project say. 
They feel U.S. Attorney Wayne 
Budd and the FBI field office are 
selectively targetting Arabs. 

The Arab-American commun- 
ity and iegaJ-rigbts' activists met- 
with newly elected Massachusetts 
Attorney General Scott Har- 


shbarger to seek protection fOT 
Arab-Americans from harass- 
ment by federal authorities in the 
state. Harshbarger agreed to 
have the head of his civil rights 
division look into the possibility 
of state action. 

Activists are also fighting back 
in California. Students sitting in 
at the University of California in 
Los Angeles demanded the uni- 
versity not cooperate with FBI ‘ 
investigations of Arab-American 
anti-war activists. The adminis- 
tration agreed not to turn over 
school files or records. 

In other developments: 

• In San Diego, where the 
Islamic Centre was the target of a 
crude pipe bomb discovered be- 
fore it exploded, an interfaith 
group including Muslim groups 
and the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews held a presst 
conference to call for mutuar 
support and understanding. 

• In San Francisco, where 
there have been 35 incidents 
directed against Arabs and Arab- 
owned business since Jan. 16, the 
John Brown Anti-Klan Commit- 
tee is conducting a forum with 
African-Americans and Arab- 
Americans. 

• The Valley Interfaith Coun- 
cil in Los Angeles is planning a 
programme to -focus on bare 
crimes in. the wake of the war in 

‘ihe GulL 
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By Bernd Debus mann 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON. — After 
urging the people of Iraq to oust 
their President Saddam Hussein. 
Washington is now being accused 
of allowing him to crush their 
uprising for the sake of stability in 
the Gulf region. 

.As the rebellion spreads. Iraqi 
opposition leaders and Middle 
East analysts say it is becoming 
clear the United Slates would 
prefer continued authoritarian 
rule in post-war Iraq, although 
without Saddam, to genuine 
change in the political order. 

"The Americans are working 
on the assumption that changes in 
the regime must come from with- 
in. from people already in pow- 
er.” Leith Kubha. head of the 
London-based Democratic Re- 
form Movement, said in an inter- 
view with Reuters. 

"They don't wan: to pursue the 
possibility of government collaps- 
ing in the hands of revolutionary 
groups and hence encouraging 
the potential of cither disintegra- 
tion or inviting neighbouring par- 
ties i to fill the power vacuum)." 

Ahmed Chalabi. and interna- 
tional banker active in the anti- 
Saddam opposition abroad, has 
put it more bluntly: "The United 
Stales, covered by the fig leaf of 
non-interference in Iraqi affairs. 


By WlUian Scally 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — President 
George Bush and Congress are 

heading for a repeat of last year’s 
bitter battle over civil rights that 
ended with recriminations and a 
presidential veto. 

Democrats and Bush's Repub- 
lican allies in Congress have in- 
troduced competing bills de- 
signed to help minorities and 
women fight job discrimination. 

And the same buzzword — 
"quotas” — that was heard 
throughout last year's debate is 
again in the air. Republicans say 
the Democrats' bill would force 
employers to set minority quotas 
in their hiring to avoid costly 
discrimination suits. Democrats 
say the Republican alternative is 
a backward step. 

A civil rights bill is a top 
priority for congressional Demo- 
crats. Last year they forged a 
bipartisan coalition that passed 
similar legislation and sent it to 
the White House- 

Bush vetoed it. Seeking the 
two-thirds majority required to 
override this veto, the bill's sup- 
porters in the Senate fell just one 
vote short. 

Democrats believe they have a 
good chance of enacting the bill 


U.S. seen to favour 
authoritarian rule 
in post-war Iraq 


is waiting fur Saddam to butcher 
the insurgents in the hope that he 
can be overthrown later by a 
suitable officer." 

According to Chalabi. this atti- 
tude is rooted in U.S. policies on 
the Middle East which have long 
been based on "supporting dicta- 
torships to maintain stability." 

Over the past week. President 
George Bush has warned Iraq 
against the use of poison gas or 
combat helicopters to crush in- 
surgencies by Shi'ite militants in 
southern Iraq and Kurdish rebels 
in the north. 

But there has been no such 
warning on the use of Iraqi army 
tanks and other heavy weapons to 
cut down lightly armed ami-rug- 
ime rebels. 

’it is dear the (Bush) adminis- 
tration wants the government to 
regain power over the whole of 
the country. They want the Sunni 
(Muslim) ascendancy main- 


this year. It is already moving 
ahead in House committees and 
could be ready for house action 
by April, according to Democra- 
tic leader Richard Gephardt. 

Democratic aides believe Bush 
is on the defensive in opposing 
legislation on the emotional sub- 
ject of civil rights, over which 
legislative battles in past years 
have wrought immense social 
change. 

Supporters of the bill seek to 
meet the damaging question of 
employment “quotas” by 
broadening the bill’s appeal, 
stressing its application to 
women. 

But the Democra tic-controlled 
Congress has not yet overridden a 
Bush veto, and his record high 
standing in national opinion polls 
makes him a formidable oppo- 
nent. 

The Democrat and Republican 
versions of the legislation both 
stem from six U.S. Supreme 


tained. They don't want the 
Shi'ites to have a share in pow- 
er." said Rashid Khaiidi. of the 
University of Chicago's Middle 
East Studies Centre. 

Harvard University's Laurie 
Mylroie. author of a new book on 
Iraq, concurred. "The preferred 
cutcome is another, though tam- 
er. military regime in Baghdad.” 
she said. 

Democracy. Iraqi opposition 
leaders and analysts say, is not on 
Washington's agenda for post-, 
war Iraq. 

Long before the first bombs 
began falling. Bush made clear 
thaf bringing democracy to Iraq 
was not an American objective. 
“This is not about democracy’: it 
is about legitimacy." he said of 
the Gulf war. 

It is also about U.S. self-in- 
terest and relationships with U.S. 
allies in the Middle East after a 
military triumph that confirmed 


Court decisions in 1989 tha li- 
mited the ability of employees to 
claim damages for job discrimina- 
tion. 

Both seek to reverse or modify 
those decisions and return to the 
standard set by a 1971 landmark 
case, Griggs V. Duke Power Co., 
that barred hiring and promotion 
practices which discriminate 
against certain groups, even unin- 
tentionally. 

Republican leaders claim the 
Democratic bill goes beyond that 
standard . 

Democrats say the Republican 
alternative is a retreat on civil 
rights and weaker than adminis- 
tration proposals put forward last 
year. 

A key provision in the legisla- 
tion deals with the so-called “dis- 
parate impact" of employment 
practices on the bass Of race, 
colour, religion, sex or national 
origin. 

The employer can justify the 


Washington's role as the world's 
leading superpower. 

"Chaos in Iraq and a free-for- 
all civil war on the partem of 
Lebanon would not serve our 
purposes, nor those of our 
allies." said a U.S. official. “And 
that is precisely what would hap- 
pen if the old order collapsed." 

The anti-government revolt in 
Iraq erupted early in March in the 
south of the country and is being 
led by Shi'ire Muslims, who form 
the majority in Iraq. 

A post-Saddam government 
dominated by militant Shi'ites 
would be a nightmare nor only for 
the United States — which back- 
ed Saddam for years to balance 
the rising weight of Shi'ite Iran — 
but also for Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait. Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

They all have sizable Shi'ite 
minorities who have long deman- 
ded more say and would be en- 
couraged by a new Shi'ite power 
in the region. 

Democracy in Iraq would be 
equally unpalatable for Saudi 
Arabia, a key ally of Washington. 
"Deference is being paid to the 
undemocratic sensibilities of the 
Saudi monarchy." Mylroie said, 
"and one has the impression the 
U.S. is leaving its Arab coalition 
partners to son it out with the 
Iraqis.” 


practice by showing “business ne- 
cessity.’’ 

The Republican bill contains a 
broad definition of business ne- 
cessity. The leadership confer- 
ence on civil rights, which is. 
campaigning for the Democratic 
bill, says this definition could 
permit blatantly discriminatory 
practices. 

But senator On-in Hatch, of 
Utah, the senior Republican on 
the Judiciary Committee, claimed 
that the stricter standard set in 
the Democratic bill would prob- 
ably push employers' average leg- 
al defence costs from the present 
580,000 to 5500,000. 

“The employer’s only way to 
avoid being costed out of business 
by attorneys is to hire by numbers 
... then, of course, that’s hiring 
by quotas,” he said. 

Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole accused the Demo- 
crats of playing politics and said 
Bush wanted to sign a civil rights 
bill this year but would veto the 
Democratic version- 

But Richard Seymour, head of 
the Employment Discrimination 
Project of the Lawyers Commit- 
tee for Civil Rights Under Law, 
accused the administration of 
working last year to ensure that 
no civil rights bill would be 
enacted. 


Bush and Congress 
shape up for new fight 
over civil rights 


LETTERS 


Voices of truth 


To the Editor: 


ON behalf of Austin Veterans Peace in die Middle East I 
bring greetings to the people of Jordan and Palestine from Texas, 
USA. We are former professional killers and international 
terrorists who once served in the Armed Forces of the United 
States. At various stages of our careers we saw the error of our 
ways and have since devoted ourselves to the cause of peace and 
justice. I personally gave up a career as a navy pilot so as not to 
ever participate in any madness such as what we have just seen. 
This was the wisest action of my life. 


Our group organised at the beginning of the recent crisis to 
oppose U.S. military involvement m the region. Though we did 
our best, we regret that the forces of hate and destruction were 
more powerful than the voices of truth and light in our country. 


Einstein pointed out that the losers in a conflict learn that war 
doesn't pay. The problem lies in teaching this to the winners. Our 
task is great, but we pledge our lives to continue the struggle for 
understanding, justice, peace, and disarmament. 


I was privileged to visit Jordan and Palestine with a recent 
delegation of various American community leaders who came to 
convey our sorrow at the turn of events, to bring medical supplies 
and to try to understand the situation more fully. I thank the 
personalities who found the patience to meet with us during this 
troubled tune. The people of the Arab World and America have 
gone through many difficult things together. Despite all of this, let 
ns work to come out of this crisis as friends. 


^May the barbed wire be removed from our hearts and from the 


May all rifles be broken! 


May we live to tell our grandchildren what wars once wfere! 
For Peace 


William G. Kelsey 
Rt. 1, Box 813 
Elgin, TX. 78621 USA 


Thrift, thrift 


To the Editor: 


THE future of Jordan’s economy depends solely on bow the 
Jordanian government manages the aid and grams that Jordan has 
and cononncsw receive. If govemn.ent-io.goven.m'ent 
aid is spent on non-essential needs compared with our present 
economic situation, then this money will be wasted The 


wiu uc was tea ine 

concerned government officials must channel a certain percentage 
of md per year to invest and re-invest in industrial, aScultuS, 

2110 tnil fl^tw* iiinnl J t ■ 


and touristic projects that would earn Jor^ ^T^nZ 
employment, further economic and political security. The govern- 
mem must make use of this money to invest along with theprivate 
seaoijn projects that are best suited for Jordan. Ministry of 
Musp jmdTrade tiai already a list of feasible prejra^t h 

pnva “ SeCtor - lf * Jordanians are 
senous about getting our country economically fit then let m mend l 
o™y where it would do ns good most: 


Wajih Murad 
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‘Pay up or else/ 
U.S. may tell allies 


Ramadan a subdued affair 
in wake of Gulf war 


• WASHINGTON (AP) — An 
angry U.S. Congress is about to 
decide bow to pressure its allies 
to deliver on their pledges to' 
help the United States pay for the 
Gulf war. 

With tens of billions of dollars 
at stake, the only question 
appears to be in what form Con- 
gress will try to collect the 
money. 

The options range from a 
vague warning of “pay up, or 
die” to. an arms-sale ban against 
countries that have promised 
more than they have . delivered. 
Congress should settle this week 
on language in war-financing leg- 
islation lawmakers expect to send 
to President George Bush. 

The effort to get slow-moving 
allies to pay up has not set well 
with everyone in Congress- 

“What are we going to do" 
about countries behind in their 
promised payments, asked the 
House of Representatives 
Appropriations Committee chair- 
man, Representative Jamie Whit- 
ten. “Are we going to call Con- 
gress in session here and issue an 
edict and send troops over 
there?" 

“Is this the way you treat our 
allies and people who are helping 
you?" asked Rep. Neal South. 

But with the allies still owing 
S36.6 billion from promised 
assistance totaling S54-5 billion, 
Mr. Whitten and Mr. Smith seem 
to be in a minority. The alterna- 
tive. lawmakers realise, is for 
more of the war’s costs to be 
borne by U.S. taxpayers. 

“Our allies have a moral 
obligation to pay their share of 
the cost of this war," said Rep. 


Jordan 

(Continued from page 1) 

since they are the main force 
main taming security there,” he 
added. 

Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Executive Member 
Mohammad Milhem warned of 
revenge if the tailing of Palesti- 
nians in Kuwait continued. 

“We urge the international 
humanitarian organisations and 
all countries concerned with find- 


Reuters. 

^Their continuation will de- 
finitely lead to revenge and re- 
taliation and .indulge us in a vi- 
cious circle," be added. 

“We are in dire need for unity 
and reunification... we need to 
patch up the rift and cure the 
wounds. . . the Palestinians are not 
enemies to anyone," he added*- 
Mr. Mflhem said: “The PLO 
and the Palestinians don’t ask or 
beg for the forgiveness of any- 
body. Those who want us to ask 
for a pardon themselves need the 
forgiveness of God and people." 

The three latest Jordanian de- 
portees to Iraq told reporters 
they reached Jordan’s embassy in 
Baghdad Monday night after 
being detained for a week in a 
Kuwaiti school. 

Sal ah Abdul Rahim, a student 
aged 19, bad traces of burns on 
his legs which he said were caused 
by cigarettes- He said he was 
given food but no water in deten- 
tion. - 

Mahmoud Hussein, 21, said 
Kuwaiti security men and resist- 
ance fighters were searching 
some areas for Jordanians, 
Palestinians and Iraqis. He said 
he knew of five Palestinians who 
had been executed.- 
An unidentified PLO official 
told the AP his organisation in 
.Amman had officially com- 
plained to the United Nations of 
“the brutal treatment of Palesti- 
nians in Kuwait and we have 
relayed our concerns over the 
torture of our people there.” 
“We hope that an action will 
soon be taken to protect these 
innocent people,” the official 
said. “If not, we will act on our 
own to ensure the safety and 
security of our people.” 


. Baghdad 
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Kirkuk. 240 kilometres north of 
Baghdad. It said troops guarding 
- surrounding ■ oil fields surren- 
dered to the opposition. 

Hoshyar Zebari, a front 
spokesman, said rebels had 
brought down two Iraqi helicop- 
ter gunsbips over Kirkuk early 
Tuesday morning. 

Iran, meanwhile, is becoming 
more outspoken in its support for 
the rebellion. 

• ban's IRNA news agency re- 
ported that Foreign Minister Ah 
Akbar Velayati told a visiting 
Italian diplomat that internation- 
al organisations should support 
the revolt. 

“To decide their own fete from 
any foreign interventions is the 
undeniable right of the Iraqi peo- 
. pie," IRNA quoted Mr. Velayati 


i Jim Chapman, who sponsored 

1 the provision approved by the 

House of Representatives on 
March 7. “The American people 
have already paid with their lives, 
their troops, their will and their 
commitment,” Mr. Chapman 
said. 

Last Thursday, the Senate 
Appropriations Committee with- 
out dikassion endorsed a pro- 
hibition on arms sales to coun- 
tries that have not fully lived up 
to their pledges. 

“If the promisor nation has 
money to buy arms from us, it can 
first use that money to fulfill its 
pledge to help defray some of our 
costs," said the report accom- 
panying the Senate bill. 

With linle dissent, the House 
of Representatives voted March 7 
for mflder language that vaguely 
warned, “if these commitments 
are not met, the Congress may 
consider appropriate action.” 

The measure gave contributing 
countries until April 15 to pay up 
— the same deadline Americans 
face for their income taxes. 

Although the house provision 
does not state what action Con- 
gress might take, Mr. Pursefl 
talked earlier in the month about 
requiring trade negotiators to 
take “appropriate action." That 
represented a clear effort to get 
the attention of trading giant 
Japan. 

The two chambers of Congress, 
the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, plan to work out a 
compromise provision this week. 
From the beginning, however, 
the bouse and Senate seemed to 
have separate groups of allies in 
mind in preparing their threats. 


as saying. 

In the south, refugees told re- 
porters Monday that rebels still 
held pans of the ravaged port city 
of Basra. 

Iraqi Shiites led the insurgency 
in the south. 

Refugees reaching the U.S.- 
occupied strip in the south said 
thousands of botfies littered the 
streets of Basra, Iraq's second 
largest city. Some put the number 
of dead as high as 5,000. 

Tehran Radio said 12,000 to 
16,000 people were reported kil- 
led- on the highway between Na- 
?) . jaf and.^rbi 1^ c 

: _ggve . nq, source, for. the lumbers. 

Iraq’s government newspapers 
said the army was driving rebels 
from southern cities, but said the 
‘‘mobs of saboteurs" and fore- 
igners left behind widespread de- 
vastation. 

A group of Iraqi soldiers who 
said they bad fought alongside 
the Shiites cold Reuters corres- 
pondent Donald Forbes at a U.S. 
frontline post that resistance had 
died down and the Republican 
Guards were conducting house- 
to-house searches. 

Some 30,000 Iraqis have fled 
into Iran in the past few weeks 
from the south,- a senior United 
Nations official said Tuesday. 

Some of ah estimated 7,000 
recent arrivals at a camp in Khor- 
ramshahr, in Iran’s Khuzestan 
province, had apparently suffered 
burns from napalm bombs, 
Horishi Nakajima, director- 
general of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said. 

Mr. Nakajima was speaking at 
a news conference shortly after 
his return from a five-day tour of 
Iranian refugee camps. 

“The situation is compounded 
by the fact that many towns in 
southern Iran, including Khor- 
ramshahr, were completely de- 
vastated during the (eight-year) 
Iran-Iraq war and lack basic faci- 
lities to treat the wounded or 
burned,” Mr. Nakajima said. 

Planes 

(Continued from page 1) 

Five hundred Iraqis travelled 
to Arar, 1,050 kilometres north- 
west of Dhahran, in Saudi Ara- 
bian buses and transferred to a 
dozen Jordanian buses for the ' 
trip to Baghdad. i 

That brought the number re- , 
turned to Iraq to about 2,400. An : 
estimated 60,000 Iraqis are in j 
allied hands. 

“We think that it should be 
more prisoners being returned 
per day, otherwise it will take 
months," said Pascal Daudin of | 
the International Committee of 
the Red .Cross (ICRC), in 
Riyadh. 


K0Z ENA x* - V 

. -- '<■ r 

4 - 

'The Hozena ItoiranU 

„ / v > Xa “ *; 

Is open during Ramadan for tire . 
r \ „ -'Ramadan fftar 'S'S C* y 

& ite 


KUWAIT CITY ( AP) — Kuwait 
observed Ramadan, the Islamic 
month of fasting, without the 
age-old celebrations and night- 
long revelry. Gloom reigned, and 
people kept the rituals to a bare 

inmn um f l , 

“We don't sense the glamour 
of Ramadan,” lamented retired 
diplomat Mohammad A! Qadiri. 
i “Most Kuwaitis are licking their 
wounds, mourning their dead, 
looking for missing persons.” 
The aftermath of the Gulf war 
has not only dampened the 
atmosphere, it has also meant 
widespread shortages. 

“Mr. Qadiri ’s wife Sorayya, a 
painter and writer, complained 
that food shortages have “robbed 
Ramadan this year of its tradi- 
tional flavour." 

In Baghdad, where the future 
looked even bleaker, even fresh 
supplies of vegetables in markets 
I for the first time in days failed to 
relieve the gloom. Many people 
com palin ed they did not have 
money to buy and others be- 
moaned the lack of vendors wbo 
usually sell Ramadan sweets. 

“There is no electricity and 
insufficient quantities of flour and 
sugar to make Ramadan's special 
sweets this year,” said a Baghdad 
baker owner. “People will have 
to eat homemade sweets and eat 
• much less than usual now." 

“We feel that God and sanc- 
tions have together worked this 
year to compel us to tighten out 
belts," said a taxi driver in the 
Iraqi capital. 

During Ramadan, which began 
Sunday, Muslims fast from dawn 
to dusk. But at night they enter- 
tain family and friends with tradi- 
tional dishes that include nuts, 
i dried figs and dates, meat and 
vegetables. 

In Kuwait, most of the country 
is without tap water and many 
people have been unable to do 
their ritual washings after each of 
five daily prayers. 

According to Muslim belief, 
devils are chained during Rama- 
dan, and God rewards tenfold 
those who fast, pray and exert 
themselves to win His - favour. 

The Kuwaiti government, 
freshly returned from seven 
: months of exile in Saudi Arabia, 
brought in power generators to 
light domes and minarets of mos- 
ques. Loudspeakers were placed 
.atop minarets, to amplify prayers , 
‘arid verses of die' Koran. *!' 


Yugoslavia 

(Continued from page 1) 

with federal leaders and the presi- 
dents of all republics and pro- 
vinces to take place on Thursday. 

But Serbia paralysed the pres- 
idency by voting to remove the 
presidency representative of 
Kosovo province, leaving it one 
short of a quorum. Four of the 
eigh t members have quit or been 
removed since Friday. 

The army statement indicated 
the army would be willing to 
damp down on any renewed 
street unrest like the clashes be- 
tween police and pro-democracy 
. demonstrators in Belgrade on 
March, 9. 

Army tanks rumbled through 
the capital's streets on that day to 
reimpose order, but were with- 
drawn 24 hours later. 

In three days of meetings last 
week, Serbia failed to win 
approval from the eight-man 
federal presidency for a nation- 
wide military state of emergency. 

Leaders of the democratically 


“Here’s a raainfestation of reli- 
gious hypocrisy... generators go 
to empty mosques when homes 
are without electricity," said one 
middle-aged merchant, who re- 
fused to be identified. “I simply 
can’t listen to Koranic chantings 
when my mind is anguished and 
my future bleak." 

Ramadan is the ninth month of 
the Muslim lunar calendar. It was 
during Ramadan 14 centuries ago 
that the Angel Gabriel revealed 
to Mohammad the verses of the 
Koran at a desolate cave near 
Mecca, in what is now Saudi 
Arabia. 

During the month, physically 
able Muslims are required to 
abstain from food, drink, 
cigarettes and pleasures of the 
flesh eveiy day from dawn until 
sunset. 

The fast is far more trying 
when Ramadan falls in July or 
August, when desert heat aggra- 
vates thirst and saps strength. 

Muslims stop eating and drink- 
ing at dawn, when they bear the 
sound of a gtm salvo that signals 
the commencement of the day's 
fast. They go to their shops and 
offices about mid-morning and 
dose down at mid-day, when 
most of them go home and spend 
the rest of the day in bed. 

Housewives, ' meanwhile, pre- 
pare about a dozen special Rama- 
dan dishes. Shortly before sun- 
down, families sit around long 
tables or squat on rugs in tents 
and wait impatiently for the 
breakfast gun salvo. 

“We make up for the daylong 
fast, and we eat and drink from 
sunset till dawn," conceded travel 
agency manager Saad Mobareb. 
"Yes, we turn it from a month of 
fasting to a month of feasting." 

Productivity drops sharply dur- 
ing the month, but no Muslim 
leader would dare tell his people 
not to fast. 

As. Ramadan began. Kuwait 
looked like a graveyard, silent 
and sombre. Dark and deserted 
streets were littered with 
wrecked vehicles. Piles of sand- 
bags and blasted concrete block- 
ed roads, where gun-toting sol- 
diers stopped motorists, frisked 
tranks and checked identity 
cards. 

A spate of rumours about 
dashes between expatriate 
Palestinian workers and Kuwaiti 
soldiers made Kuwaitis all the 
more Tesfless. ■ 


elected governments of the re- 
publics of Slovenia and Croatia 
said Serbia was only interested in 
using the military to prop up its 
communist government. s 

The heart of the dispute among 
the republics is how power should 
be distributed between them and 
the federal government. Slovenia 
and Croatia want to loose confed- 
eration of states that have virtual 
sovereignly, but Serbia wants a 
strong federal government with 
tight control over the republics. 

Serbia's opponents also have 
accused its hardline president 
Slobodan Milosevic, of trying to 
provoke ethnic conflicts between 
Serbs and Croats, or among 
etbnic Albanians in Serbia's 
Kosovo province. 

According to the military's 
statement, the array would move 
in to.hait such violence. 

• The army is dominated by a 
mostly ethnic Serb and pro- 
communist officer corps. But 
there have been signs of serious 
deferences in the armed forces 
over what its role should be in the 
face of the breakup of tbe nation. 


More precious than oil, water 
could cause Mideast’s next war 


By Alan Cowell 
AMMAN — AS the Gulf war ex- 
ploded over issues of oil and 
honour and expansionism, 
another, more modest event 
occurred here: the rains came, 
fickle but abundant, greening 
pale deserts and offering a remin- 
der that, in many parts of the 
Middle East, water is far more 
rare and precious than oil and 
could, one day, breed conflict of 
its own. 

“We need not only military 
security, but economic security.” 
Osama AJ Baz. a senior adviser 
to President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt, said in Cairo the other day 
during a discussion of the post- 
war era. “And that also means 
questions of the environment, 
and the security of water sup- 
plies. Because if water becomes 
scarce, it could become a source 
of serious conflict throughout the 
region." 

Like the drained audience after 
some epic drama, many in the 
Middle East are now blinking 
into the light, discovering that old 
realities of war and peace have 
simply been waiting to slip back 
onto their shoulders, easy as 
overcoats left at the cloakroom. 

Now, as for many years, warn- 
ings abound that competition for 
water could breed conflict unless 
a new and unlikely spirit of toler- 
ance comes to a region more 
familiar with calculations of abso- 
lute gain and loss. “Relative to 
the number of people in Jordan, 
Israel and the occupied territor- 
ies," said Elias Salameh, a spe- 
cialist at Jordan University, 
"there is not enough water. It's a 
zero-sum issue. Any gain for 
Arabs is a loss for Israel, and vice 
versa." 

Even the briefest glimpse at the 
region's geography and demogra- 
phy shows why the issue is so 
fissile: populations are growing 
far more rapidly than aquifers can 
be replenished; rivers cross bor- 
ders between states that put self- 
interest before sharing; rainfall, 
in many places, is scarce and 
capricious. 

The deserts of the Arabian 
peninsula, for instance, are so 
vast and harsh that oil-rich na- 
tions like Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia now depend on expensive 
desalting plants on the Gulf. As 
the Gulf war raged, one of the 
region’s principal economic wor-' 
. ries wa$.that ofl slicks in. the Gulf, 
would damage Saudi desalting 
plants, robbing the kingdom of 
much of its fresh water. That has 
not happened, but Iraqi soldiers 
destroyed or disabled most of 
Kuwait's desalting capability. Sig- 
nificantly, some of the first ships 
to dock ax Kuwait carried not the 
emirate’s erstwhile imports of 
Gucci shoes and Louis Vuitton 
luggage, but water. 

Competition for the water is all 
the sharper because of the tech- 
nological and cost limitations that 
sharply restrict the options of the 
region’s non-oil economies. “De- 
salination plants are only for the 
rich oil-producers," said one 
Israeli water expert. “Without oil 
money to pay for them, they are 
simply too expensive for the con- 
sumer." 

The economic aspects extend 
elsewhere. "The deeper you drill 
for water,” said Dr. Salameh, 
“the more expensive the process 
becomes. Ultimately, the water 
becomes too expensive" even for 
the drip-feed irrigation pioneered 
by Israel and imitated by other 
arid countries in the region, from 
Cyprus to Jordan. 

Iraq itself is one of the most 


Slaking a region’s thirst ^ 

Turkey and Egypt are the only Middle East counines with, 
adequate supp<*w o< water wWim their borders Most 
other nations must depend on sources that are shared 
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TURKEY AND IRAQ 

Turkey controls me headwaters of ina Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers, the major water source lor Iraq, and 
has begun an irrigation project that Iraq worries will 
dived too much water Turkey has proposed a S2Q 
pdhon pipeline from its abundant rivers to and countries. 
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Oil wealth paid lor desalting plants that 
produce the bulk of the fresn water 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


ISRAEL AND JORDAN 

Much of the water lor Israel and 
Jo-dan has already passed 
•nicugh and been diverted by 
Syne. Lebanon and Turkey 
tjrther upstream Ma«w aauilers 
under the occiHJHPd West Bank 
□romde water lor born Israelis 
and Palestinians 
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fertile of Arab countries — part 
of the andent Mesopotamia, the 
land between tbe two rivers of the 
Tigris and Euphrates. But of its 
170,000 square miles. Western 
experts say, one-third is cultiv- 
able, and only one-third of that is 
irrigated. In one-third of the irri- 
gatd area, moreover, excessive 
use of fertilizers has salted the 
land with chemicals. 

Farther north, on the 
Mediterranean coast, shoreline 
aquifers from Libya to the Gaza 
Strip are turning brackish be- 
cause salt water from the sea is 
drawn in to replace the fresh 
water pumped out by humans. 

And at the core of the Middle 
East’s problems k populations in. 
Syria and Jordan are growing at 
-rates close to 3 per cent a year, 
while Israel bulges with the huge 
influx of Soviet immigrants. 

Whatever their faith, however, 
all are reliant on the same com- 
plex of limited water supplies 
from the Jordan, Yarmuk and 
Litani rivers and aquifers that lie 
below the water-shed between 
the occupied West Bank and 
Israel — waters that are not easily 
shared. 

“Water is our life," Israel’s 
right-wing Likud party declared 
as long ago as 1988, saving that 
since the occupied West Bank 
provided 40 per cent of Israel’s 
fresh water resources — a figure 
sometimes disputed — it matte no 
sense to place it in the hand of 
potential enemies. That hardly 
seems an omen of peace or ter- 
ritorial concession. 

But it is a matter of security. 
Locations and sizes of aquifers, 
the amount of water taken and 
for what purposes, are often tre- 
ated as state secrets. Even the 
statistics that are available are 
often mistrusted. 

In the entire region, only Egypt 
and Turkey have plentiful water. 
Yet Egypt, according to Western 


experts, fritters away the Nile 
through irrigation that uses too 
much water to produce too few 
crops. Turkey has alarmed its 
southern neighbours by damming 
the Euphrates and limiting its 
flow. 

As the Gulf crisis unfolded, 
rumours spread in Cairo that Iraq 
had stationed missiles in the 
Sudan, aimed at the Aswan High 
Dam — the great barrier in Up- 
per Egypt that controls the Nile 
flow and thus dictates the whole 
rhythm of life along its banks. 
Cairo warned that any interfer- 
ence with the dam would be 
taken as an act of war. 

And although Syria a/jch Tur- 
key were in the same alliedxamp 
during the Gulf crisis, Damascus 
maintained support for rebellious 
Kurdish guerrillas in eastern Tur- 
key. One reason: Turkey controls 
the headwaters of the Euphrates 
that flows on through Syria and 
Iraq — a crucial water source in 
Turkey. By supporting the 
Kurds, Damascus was telling 
Ankara to expect revenge for any 
restriction of the river’s flow. 

Yet it is in the region straddling 
the Jordan valley — the flash- 
point of the Arab-Israeli dispute 
— that water shortages are most 
acute and most laden with the 
emotive overtones of the conflict. 
Both Jordan and Israel are tap- 
ping underground aquifers for 
more water than can be reple- 
nished, Dr. Salameh said at the 
university here. Non-renewable 
water resources — known to spe- 
cialists as fossil water — • are 
rapidly being depleted. 

Too Many People 

“1716 population is already too 
big for the water resources," Dr. 
Salameh said. By 1995, he said 
the situation will be critical. 

Experts in both Israel and Jor- 
dan acknowledge that even if 


water were shared between them, 
there would not be enough. Jor- 
dan accuses Israel of diverting 
disproportionate amounts of 
fresh water from the Sea of 
Galilee into Israel's National Wa- 
ter Carrier — an aqueduct system 
that feeds Tel Aviv. A result, 
Jordanians assert, is that the Jor- 
dan River south of the lake is 
saline and unusable for irrigation. 
Between them, Israel and Jordan 
use so much of the river's water 
that the level of the Dead Sea is 
reportedly dropping. Palestinians 
in the occupied West Bank, 
moreover, say they are subject to 
Israeli limitations on the depth of 
fheir wells while Israel freely ack- 
nowledges that it draws fresh 
Water from the same aquifers. 
-•“Talk has thus turned to grand 
and often unpredictable ideas. 
Turkey has offered what it calls a 
“peace pipeline." a S20 billion 
project to pump water from its 
Seyhan and Ceyhan reivers to 
more arid lands; without much 
hope, specialists in Israel and 
Jordan suggest that surplus Nile 
water be diverted to needier 
lands. This fall, under the au- 
spices of the World Bank and 
United Nations Development 
Project, the President of Turkey 
and the Global Water Summit 
Initiative, a non-profit research 
.group, will sponsor a regional 
conference in hopes of encourag- 
ing cooperation. 

Beyond that, the Middle East 
seems caught in one its familiar 
conundrums: logic demands that 
people cooperate to solve poten- 
tial crisis; but such is the competi- 
tion. fear and mistrust between 
them that continued hostility 
seems more probable. 

“I do not think that the water 
problem in the whole area can be 
solved without a proper peace 
agreement," said Dr. Salameh. 
“But that is obviously very diffi- 
cult" — The New York Times. 
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Tyson beats Ruddock amid controversy 


Becker upset by Patrick McEnroe 


LAS VEGAS (Agencies) — 
Mike Tyson beat Razor Ruddock 
tn a battle of bombers, but in the 
end it was a referee's call that 
finished Ruddock. 

The victory placed Tyson a big 
step closer to try ing to regain the 
world heavyweight cham- 
pionship. But the wav it ended 
max have assured Ruddock of a 
rematch with iron Mike. 

Ruddock, who was down twice 
earlier in the fight, stayed on his 
feet in the decisive seventh 
round. 

He was sent backward to the 
ropes by six straight shots in the 
seventh. He blinked as he 
bounced off the ropes and 
appeared woivy. but stared in 
disbelief when referee Richard 
Steele signaled the fight was over. 
Tyson was a half-ring away from 
Ruddock when Steele took his 
controversial action. 

"Tlie guv was hurt.” Steele 
said. •‘There was no need for me 
counting him out. My job is to 
stop him from getting hurt 
seriously." 

Tyson said. “1 can't control the 
referee's decision because he’s 
more objective than I am. 1 
would h.iv e loved to hurt him and 
take him out.” 

Tyson's victory sets up a 
chance to meet the winner of the 
heavyweight championship fight 
between champion Evander 
Holy-field and George Foreman 
on April at Atlantic City. New 
Jersey . 

Before Tyson takes a shot at 
regaining the title he lost on an 
up-et to James ‘‘Buster” Douglas 
13 months ago at Tokyo, he very' 
likely could meet Ruddock in a 
rematch. 

Ruddock said he was dis- 
appointed at the way the fight 
ended, but his promoter. Murad 


Muhammad, screamed, "we get a 
rematch or we go to court." 

“Mike Tyson is a powerful 
puncher, bur I'd like him ro put 
me down so I can be satisfied 
instead of the referee stopping 
the fight." said Ruddock, whose 
only mark was a knot by the side 
of his left eye. 

Tyson himself said he would be 
happy to give Ruddock another 
shot. 

"I would love to have another 
fight with him. 1 would love to.” 
Tyson said. “A rematch for 
Razor Ruddock." 

Steele's controversial stoppage 
came one year and one day from 
the time he was the centre of 
controversy when he stopped 
Julio Cesar Chavez's junior wel- 
terweight title fight against Mel- 
drick Taylor with two seconds in 
the final round. 

The scheduled 12-round fight 
was marked by a lot of missing 
and clutching, but the crowd of 
15.492 outdoors was kept in an 
uproar because of the heavy pun- 
ches both men were throwing. 

The crowd came to its feet as 
one when Sreele stopped the 
match ami it continued to roar as 
the ring filled with people and a 
melee broke out. 

Steele was escorted by six 
security guards out of the arena. 

While Tyson never left his feet, 
he paid tribute to Ruddock's 
power. 

“He punches like a mule 
kicks." said the former 
heavyweight champion who has 
knocked out 36 opponents. ‘‘He 
punches so hard, but my chin is 
like concrete." 

By the time Ruddock made a 
bid to change the flow of the 
fight, he could well attest to 
Tyson’s power. 

Ruddock went down from a left 


hook 12 seconds into the second 
round, but bounced up right away 
and took a mandatory 8-count. 

In the next round. Ruddock 
missed a right hand and paid 
dearly. Tyson flashed a left hook 
to his jaw and down went Razor 
again, this time for a 7-count. A 
few seconds after he got up. the 
bell rang. 

"He does punch hard for his 
size." said the 6-foot-5 (2-metre) 
Ruddock, who enjoyed a 3 [ />inch 
(9-centimetre) height advantage 
and an 11-inch (27.5-cemimetre) 
reach advantage over Tyson. At 
228 pounds (103 kilogrammes), 
he also outweighed Tyson by 11 
pounds (5 kilogrammes). 

Tyson exhibited the shoulder 
and head movement he had 
shown earlier in his rise, up 
through his 61 -second victory 
over Michael Spinks in 1988. 
While Tyson got caught with 
some thunderous shots, he also 
blocked several of Ruddock’s 
punches and negated his hooks 
and uppercuts by gening in on 
top of Ruddock.' 

Steele's judgement did steal 
some of Tyson's thunder and will 
be talked about for some time — 
at least until a rematch. 

In the seventh, action slowed 
until Tyson landed a six-punch 
combination with both hands that 
sent Ruddock back to the ropes 
and Steele stopped it at 2:22. 

The last (wo punches that 
drove Ruddock into the ropes 
were a right hand and a left hook. 
He appeared dazed but looked 
more shocked at Steele's decision 
than from Tyson's punches. 

"He didn't give me a chance to 
get that second wind.'* Ruddock 
said. 

Chavez retains title 

Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexico 


connected with five successive 
blows that sent American John 
Duplessis through the ropes in 
the fourth round to retain his 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
and International Boxing Federa- 
tion (IBF) super lightweight titles 
Monday. 

Referee Carlos Padilla sropped 
the scheduled 12-round fight at 
two minutes 42 seconds of the 
fourth round after Chavez landed 
a right to the head, followed by 
three lefts and a sharp right to the 
body that nearly put the challen- 
ger out of the ring. 

The five-punch combination 
came suddenly, if not unex- 
pectedly. 

Chavez had been chasing Du- 
plessis around the ring through- 
out the third and fourth rounds.' 
throwing lefts to the body and 
rights to the head. 

The Mexican champion raised 
his perfect record to 74-0 and has 
stopped his last 17 opponents 
inside the distance. 

Early in the second round Du- 
plessis landed a right to the head 
that jarred and backed up the 
.champion, who had been stalking 
the challenger without incident 
up to that point. 

But Chat punch only served to 
get Chavez's attention and mo- 
ments later, a vicious left to the 
body sent Duplessis down to the 
canvas for a four-count. 

From then on it was merely a 
matter of time before Chavez 
finished off his opponent whose 
record is now 36-2. 

For the 28-year-old Chavez, 
this was his fifth title fight as a 
super lightweight in a career that 
has included 19 world title bouts. 

**I knew Duplessis was the kind 
of fighter who moves around a 


1 great deal. He's a good boxer, 
quick and hard to hit, so I had to 
go to the body to try to stop 
him.” said Chavez, who earned 
$2 million for the fight - 

“I knew Duplessis would run 
so I slowed him down with body 
punches,” Chavez added. 

Brown wins WBC title 

Simon Brown knocked down 
fellow-Americn Maurice Blocker 
in the opening seconds of the 10th 
round and stopped him later that 
round to win the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) welterweight title 
Monday. 

Brown, the International Box- 
ing Federation (IBF) welter- 
weight champion, caught Blocker 
with a right and left hook to the 
head 32 seconds into the round, 
knocking him down for a count of 
seven. 

Blocker, who was ahead on all 
three judges cards, had been 
keeping the shorter Brown at bay 
with his long reach and effective 
counter punching. Blocker did a 
remarkable job of staying away 
from Brown as he was pressing 
for the kill. 

But Brown, 27, finally caught 
up to Blocker, one of his best 
friends outside the ring, stagger- 
ing him with two consecutive 
right hands to the head. 

Referee Mills Lane then step- 
ped in and stopped the fight at 
two minutes IQ seconds of the 
10th round. 

Throughout much of the fight, 
Blocker countered the aggressive 
Brown with combinations to the 
bead. Although they were not 
very powerful blows, they were 
accurate and kept the often lung- 
ing Brown from getting inside. 


Real Madrid seeks a burst Milan teeters on the brink 

of European glory 


MADRID iR* — Spanish cham- 
pion’- Real Madrid hope to bury 
then wretched league season with 
a burs: of European glory when 
they play Spartak Moscow in the 
second leg of the European Cup 
quarter-finals Wednesday. 

Seventh in the first division, in 
points behind leaders Barcelona, 
and out of the Spanish Cup, the 
men in the all-white strip have 
only the top European club tro- 
phy left to play for. 

It is something of a change for 
a club that has more usually had 
to seek consolation at home in 
recent years. 

Winners of the domestic league 
lor five consecutive seasons. Real 
have not won the European Cup 
for 25 years. 

Now. after a 0-41 draw on a 
treacherous Moscow pitch, where 
they survived largely on account 
of :hc heroics of goalkeeper Ped- 
ro Janv Real know- that Wednes- 
day \ clash is do or die. 

"Against Spartak things will be 
different, it will be another 
story.” said defender Miguel 
Tendillo. "The team has ;i real 
desire to do it nght, for the fans 
and (or ourselves." 

The tans, who have staved 


loyal through repeated dis- 
appointments this season, can be 
expected to fill the Santiago Ber- 
nabcu Stadium in the heart of 
Madrid to its 90,000 capacity. 

Despite yet another league de- 
feat Saturday away at Logrones. 
they should' have their spirits 
lifted by the return of ace striker 
Hugo Sanchez after a leg muscle 
injury. 

His comeback means Real will 
for the first time in several games 
field the potentially lethal striking 
■combination of the acrobatic 
Mexican and the artful Emilio 
Butragueno. 

"We are going to give it every- 
thing,” said Sanchez, scorer of i2 
league goals this season. "I am 
going to play my heart out be- 
cause 1 love Real Madrid and this 
game is vital.” 

Sanchez was ready to play last 
weekend but coach Alfredo Di 
Stefano preferred to save him for 
Wednesday's big game. 

“All we are interested in now is 
the European Cup." said Di Ste- 
fano. "We kept players back be- 
cause this is the tournament 
where all our hopes rest and 
where we have to be at our 
peak.” 


MARSEILLE. France (R) — 
European Cup holders AC Mil- 
lan, past masters in the art of 
escaping from desperate situa- 
tions, teeter on the brink once 
more when they meet French 
champions Marseille Wednesday. 

Marseille held the Italians to a 
I-I draw in the first leg of their 
European Cup quarter-final tie 
two weeks ago to leave Milan 
with the prospect of having to 
pull off another Houdini stunt to 
salvage something from a wreck- 
ed season. 

A shock 1-0 home defeat Sun- 
day to Atalanta effectively ended 
Milan's chances in the Italian 
League and defeat against 
Marseille would be a disaster for 
the dub which has dominated 
Europe — and the world — for 
the past two-and-a-half years. 

On the face of it, Milan's 
chances are not good. They face a 
confident and gifted Marseille 
who have their sights set firmly 
on becoming the first French 
team to capture a European tro- 
phy. 

Worse still. Milan cannot turn 
to the Dutchman who has rescued 
them so many times in the past. 

Striker Marco Van Basten is 
suspended after the illegal use of 
an elbow on a Belgian opponent 
in an earlier round. 

Stories of dissent within the 


Italian camp do not help either 
but where there is Milan there is 
always hope. 

"Anyone who thinks we are 
going to Marseille resigned to 
defeat is making a big mistake.” 
Milan trainer Arrigo Sacchi said. 
“On the day, I hope to find the 
real Milan again." 

The return of influential 
sweeper Franco Barest, who mis- 
sed the first leg through injury, 
strengthens their chance and they 
will also be fortified by past vic- 
tories against the odds. 

Milan came through the second 
round tie with dub Bruges by 
winning away after a home draw 
and two seasons ago got past Red 
Star Belgrade despite starting off 
with a 1-1 home draw. 

While the ins and outs of 
Milan's fortunes and misfortunes 
have been thoroughly examined, 
Marseille have kept out of the 
spotlight, training behind closed 
doors in Digne. 

Wily Belgian coach Raymond 
Goethals is keeping his line-up a 
secret but goal-scoring phe- 
nomenon Jean-Pierre Papin, who 
missed the 1-1 draw in St. Etien- 
ne Friday with influenza, will be 
back. 

Enfant terrible Eric Cantona, 
axed from the match in Milan as a 
disciplinary measure, is likely to 
be alongside him. 


But Goethals has to find a 
replacement for midfield work- 
horse Bernard Pardo, who will be 
out for the rest of the season after 
injuring a knee in training last 
week. He is expected to opt for 
young Laurent Fournier. 

Goethals is exuding confi- 
dence. “We're in good shape, in 
very good shape at the moment." 
he S3id. “We’re ready, in spite of 
Pardo’s injury, to reach out for 
the aims we set ourselves." 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(Agencies) — Patrick McEnroe 
scored the biggest upset of his 
career Monday when he stunned 
second seed Boris Becker 6-1 6-4 
in a third round match at the 
$2.55-milion International Play- 
ers Tennis Championships. 

McEnroe, who has recently 

emerged from the shadow of his 
famous brother John, bumbled 
Becker in two easy sets as the 
American scored at will with ser- 
vice return winners and sailed 
volleys and passing shots past die 
second seed. 

A surprise semifinalist at the 
Australian Open where he lost to 
Becker in January, McEnroe's 
r ankin g has vaulted from 120th in 
the world at the end of 1990 to 
45th. 

“It would have been nice to 
have beaten him in Australia, but 
HI take this one,” said McEnroe, 
who lost a final to brother John in 
Chicago earlier this year. 

“I didn't think 1 could win that 
match in Australia, but here, 
going into the match, I felt I 
could win. I felt veiy focused.” 

Top-seeded world number one 
Stefan Edberg fared far better 
than the German he has faced in 
the last three Wimbledon finals. 
Edberg overcame extremely win- 
dy conditions to stop Goran Prpic 
of Yugoslavia 6-4 6-2 in another 
third rounder. 

But former world number one 
Jimmy Connors, had his com- 
eback bid thwarted by 28 th- 
seeded Italian Cristiano Caratti in 
a second round match. The 38- 
year-old Connors, whose ranking 
sank to 961 during a lengthy 
injury layoff, appeared slow and 
tired as he went down to his 
20-year-old opponent 6-4 6-3. 

In a late women’s match, third 
seed Gabriela Sabatini of Argen- 
tina rolled through a routine 6-3 
6-1 fourth round encounter with 
10th seed Nathalie Tauziat of 
France. 

Joining Sabatini in the quarter- 
finals will be top seed Steffi Graf 
and second seed Monica Seles. 

Graf, playing as if she plans to 
recapture her number one rank- 
ing soon, crushed American 
Marianne Werdel 6-0 6-1, whil^ 
new number one Seles overcame 
difficulties with the strong wind 
to oust Argentine Florencia 
Labat 7-5 64). 

Seles won the last nine games 
of the match after falling behind 


Dynamo Dresden unlikely to 

pass Red Star Belgrade 


BERLIN (R) — Despite a 
morale-boosting hat-trick in their 
last league game. Dynamo Dres- 
den are unlikely to overturn a 3-0 
deficit in their European Cup 
quarter-final second leg against 
Red Star Belgrade Wednesday. 

Torsten Guetschow, top scorer 
in the old East German first 
division, slotted away three goals 
against Chemie Halle on Friday 
for a 3-1 victory that kept the 
former Stasi security police team 
in second place in the Eastern 
League. 

“My confidence is growing by 
the minute.” enthused Guets- 
chow. "Those three goals against 
Halle were just the right tonic for 


the whole team." 

But it will take litde short of a 
wonder potion to defeat the 
Yugoslav champions who also col- 
lected a 3-1 win over Zeljeznicar 
Sarajevo to go nine poihts clear at 
the top of the first division. It was 
their 16th win in 23 games. 

Dynamo trainer Reinhard 
Haefner is philosophical about 
his team's chances and plans to 
play more or less the same team 
as the one Red Star crushed in 
Belgrade on March 6. 

“If we lose, it won't be the end 
of the world,” he said. “The most 
important thing is to qualify for 
the Bundesliga." 


Top Italian clubs want 
more foreign players 


ROME (Rl — Even if Paul Gas- 
coiene joined Lazio next season 
one of the li.ih.in club's current 
lorei^n mo mav noi have to be 
sold to make way for him. 

League sources said Monday 
that first division clubs want to 
increase the quota of foreign 
players per club to four instead of 

three 

Onl\ three would he allowed to 


play at one time in a domestic 
match, as is the ruling at present. 

But it would enable clubs to 
use four imported players, the 
maximum permitted, in Euro- 
pean competition. 

The sources said the Italian 
Football Federation (FIGC) 
would probably discuss the re- 
quest next month. 
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AVOID THE DANGER 


North- South vulnerable. North 

deaK 

NORTH 
*A J 9 
A 10 3 
AQJ6 

* 98 5 

WEST EAST 

f 61 ♦ *3 

J 8 6 4 :Q752 

7 5 3 K 8 4 2 

+ A (I 6 2 * J 10 4 

SOUTH 

♦ K Q 10 7 5 2 
k 9 

10 9 

+ K 7 3 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

^ NT Paw 3 * Pass 

4 ♦ Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six c>r * 

Ask an> bridge player and you 
will hear the litany that you need 25 
or -t> points to make a game. That's 
generally (rue. On this hand, howev- 
er, despite a combined 2~> points in 
high cards alone, mostly prime, 
game is touch-and-go. Can you 
find the right line? 

South's hand is too strong for a 
direct jump to game. If North were 


maximum with a spade fit. slam 
could be there, but when North 
could do no more than raise to four 
spades. South wisely passed. 

West leads a trump, and you are 
in danger of losing a diamond trick 
and three clubs if the cards are most 
unkind. What countermeasures are 
available? 

East must be kept off lead, to 
present a club attack through the 
king. That can be accomplished by 
surrendering a trick in a suit where 
there is no loser 1 . 

You must win the trump in dum- 
my and lead a heart. If East follows 
with a low heart, insert your nine. 
Assuming West wins this trick, best 
defense is to shift to a diamond. 
Rise with the ace, unblock the king 
of hearts, return to the table with a 
(rump and discard a diamond oh the 
ace of hearis- 

Now lead the queen of diamonds 
for a ruffing finesse. If East covers, 
you ruff and cross to the last trump 
to discard a club on the jack of 
diamonds. If East does not cover, 
discard a club and, even if West 
wins, your king of clubs is safe from 
attack and you can discard another 
dub on the remaining high 
diamond. 


Andy Capp 




DIFFERENT? 

r dont 
MAKE ME ) 
LAUGH/ k 


IF ALL MEN ARE ALIKE. 
WHY DO LASSES FlNfc 
IT 90 HARD TO PfCKONEi 



Mutt*n*Jeff 


SO OKI YOU POK’T V 

■ KNOlkMAoW To R rM\J I DO Too! 

<S^r7'SET IN I’LL 

<<GL / { SHOW You HOW 

l* GOOD I AMI 




4-5 in the first set. 

Seventh seed Manuela 
Maleeva-Fragniere of Switzer- 
land and fifth-seeded American 
Zina Garrison also advanced to 
the quarter-finals Monday. 

Despite losing his last two en- 
counters with Becker, McEnroe, 
24, was brimming with confi- 
dence as he dominated the first 
set. 

Becker, returning from a thigh 
muscle injury that forced a four- 
week lay-off, mounted a brief 
comeback to level the second set 
at 4-4. 

But the three-time Wimbledon 
champion faltered in the next 
game as he doable faulted twice 
to lose his serve. 

McEnroe treated Becker to a 
taste of his own medicine when 
he served out the match by drill- 
ing an ace on the final point. 

“It makes a difference if you 
don’t play a match for four 
weeks,” Becker said. “But the 
way he played tonight, he would 
have won either way. He took the 
ball early and didn't give me a 
chance to play.” 

Connors made a second-set run 
at Caratti, breaking at love to 
dose to 4-3. But Connors made 
three unforced forehand errors 
and double-faulted to lose the 


next game, and Caratti then 
served out the match. 

“I died at the end,” Connors 
said with a laugh. 

■Tin not going to get any better 
practicing. The only way I’m 
going to get better is to play 
matches and play the best play- 
ers. ... I'd like to play him again.” 

The 20-year-old Caratti smiled 
when asked if he'll still be playing 
when he’s 38. 

“I hope so — for fun,” he said. 
“I think it’s good. If (Connors) 
likes to play a matcb, be can do 
it.” 

Windy conditions hampered 
matches throughout the day. 
Seles, who played on a side court, 
blamed the weather fOT her slow 
start against Labat. 

“You can feel the wind so 
badly there,” Seles said. "You 
kind of try to go for your shots, 
but they kind of don't go in.” 

While Seles struggled, Graf 
warned that she has redisco- 
vered the groove in her lethal 
forehand. 

“A few months ago I played 
(Gabriela) Sabatini. and I think 1 
had two winners with the fore- 
hand," Graf said. "That was pret- 
ty bad... The last few matches 
have been really good. I'm hitting 
the ball well.” 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



“...and stop trying to shut my 
mouth with garage door closer!' 


Bwl 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


™Xt scrambled word game 
m by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: ft \ 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: TWEAK FEINT AVENUE BUNION 
Answer You can't keep a golf addict down TOWN 


THE Daily Crossword by Louis Samray 


ACROSS 
1 Express shock 
5 Nomads 
10 Tiff 

14 Boating term 

15 Weigtil lor 

gems 

16 Roof line 

17 'The 
(Houseman 
TV snow) 

19 Fleuret 

20 Dinner course 

21 Insolent talk 

22 Seedless plant 

23 Complete 
25 Vocal group 
27 Bore witness 

32 "Shall — tat 
of the land” 
(Bible) 

35 Faithful 

36 Debars item 

33 One 
connected 
with: sutf. 

39 Sp. river 

40 Burgs 

41 Lab gel 

42 Hem 

43 Itinerary item 

44 A Martin 

45 • Sparks'' e.g. 
47 Made whole 

again 

49 Houston pro 

51 Also 

52 Mulberry cloth 
54 Rue Morgue 

murderer 
56 Harass 

61 Russ. city 

62 Daily reading 
€4 seed 

65 Gr. Isle 

66 Alg. port 

67 Back talk 

68 Like an otary 

69 Remove 

DOWN 

1 Yawn 

2 Author Paton 

3 Mo. 

4 Equal 

5 Stress 

6 Cheer 



: i960 Tntnjof Media Service] 
Ailflipu Resenaa 


7 Russ, sea 
2 Fundamental 

9 Foster and 
Sondheim 

10 Find 
acceptable 

11 Ready e 
pussycat 

12 Declare 

13 Adolescent 
18 Della of 

song 

24 Terminal 

26 Feedbag 
unit 

27 Ready 

26 Leg bone 

29 Themes 

30 Conceit 

31 Widow's 44 
allotment 

33 Threw 46 

3d Oid wrong 48 

37 Bay 50 

4Q l_A. neighbor 
41 From — Z 5 2 

43 Came upon 53 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solves 


Qohh esljhqq anciH 

odds aoaoja anao 

QHQli BBQBB 013110 
□QUEJUIIMLl HBHIOQO 
HQ0O BHD0 

mioiitj OQocioi rjnn 

guaa anoua aama 
Qhh OHona □□□□□ 
sHnaaaaa tanaania 
onem nnaa 

Qggaao auaaaaaa 

□qdu aaaaa 00011 
onaa Boons mam 

BHOH HHBOB QQIEin 


Old Roman 

garment 

Sacred songs 

Saturated 

Bellim 

wotk 

Clothing 

District 


5a Jug 

57 Footless 

58 Actor Richard 

59 Caspian 
feeder 

50 Feudal serf 
63 Jeanne d'Arc 
e.g. 
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Cash for those who stayed 


■ 

Envoy wants debt forgiveness as good as Poland’s 


Kuwaiti banks reopen Sunday Egypt and World Bank sign 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait's banks 
will reopen Sunday, giving gov* 
ernment cash grants of 500 new 
dinars (SI,750) for all Kuwaitis 
who stayed through Iraq's seven - 
month occupation of the emirate. 

Central bank governor Sheikh 
Salem Abdul Aziz AJ Sabah said 
Tuesday a new exchange rate 
would also be fixed Sunday, near 
the pre-invasion Jevel of’ about 
$3.5 to the dinar. 

The Iraqis who invaded Kuwait 
last Aug. 2 took away 1.3 million 
ounces of gold nearly SI billion 
and 350 million dinars (SI .225 
billion) in cash from the bank's 
vaults, but left the white marble 
interior otherwise intact. 

Sheikh Salem told a news con- 
ference the Iraqis bad been given 
the vault's combination by bank 
staff, whom he refused to iden- 
tify, bypassing elaborate security 
precautions designed to prevent 
forcible entiy which he said 
would have caused them **a lot of 
problems.” 

The governor said he doubted 


Iraq was serious about offers to 
return the gold. 

Commercial banks' operations 
would be limited for up to three 
months to simple cash withdraw- 
als and deposits, and exchanging 
new dinar banknotes for pre- 
invasion currency on a one-for- 
one basis. 

He said 700 million dinars (S2.4 
billion) in new bills — almost 
identical in design but with diffe- 
rent colours from the old notes — 
had been printed in London and 
flown out to Kuwait. 

The Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA) said Kuwait had set a 
six-month deadline for the cen- 
tral bank to exchange old bank- 
notes for the new dinars. 

“Sept. 30, 1991, is set as the 
final date for the central bank's 
commitment to exchange bank- 
notes.” KUNA quoted a cabinet 
decree as saying. 

^Sheikh Salem said non- 
Kuwaitis would not get the 500- 
dinar cash handouts. Thev in- 


clude an estimated 170,000 
Palestinians still in the emirate, 
many of whom the Kuwaitis ac- 
cuse of collaborating with the 
Iraqis. 

"There would be restrictions on 
cash outflows for three months, 
but Kuwaiti commercial banks 
which had set up in London had- 
already begun meeting foreign 
obligations under the central 
bank’s supervision, he said. 

The dinar's external exchange 
rate would continue to be based 
On a basket of currencies of 
Kuwait's major trading partners, 

he added. 

Sheikh Salem said studies 
under way to establish the gov- 
ernment’s priorities for recon- 
struction would take at least six 
weeks to complete. It was there- 
fore premature to speculate on 
the cost of rebuilding or the 
length of time needed. 

It would also be impossible to 
estimate the extern of any re- 
course to foreign capital markets 
to finance reconstruction until the 


studies were complete. 

But he confirmed earlier min- 
isterial statements that there were 
no plans liquidate foreign assets 
worth tens of billions of dollars to 
raise cash. 

He described the aftermath of 
the invasion as “an economic 
disaster" with extensive damage 

to every aspect of the infrastruc- 
ture as well as massive environ- 
mental harm resulting from hun- 
dreds of bunting oil wells. 

Eight months' oil revenue had 
been lost and it would be “quite 
some time” before oil production 
could be restored. 

Sheikh Salem said mergers be- 
tween Kuwait's seven commercial 
banks had been under discussion 
for two years before the invasion 
and were now even more impor- 
tant to improve the quality of the 
banking system. 

“I hope very soon some mer- 
gers will be taking place among 
some of the banking units in 
Kuwait,” he added. 


Soviet president examines new 
way out of chaos in economy 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev is studying 
new ways of introducing a market 
economy in the Soviet Union, 
including restructuring defence 
industries for civilian needs, the 
Co mm uni st Party daily Pravda 
said Tuesday. 

The paper's front-page report 
on a Kremlin meeting of leading 
economists also highlighted 
doubts over the country's econo- 
mic direction and said few con- 
crete proposals emerged to solve 
the economic crisis. 

In its effort, the paper quoted 
the official TASS news agency as 
saving a new government econo- 
mic programme would be formu- 
lated next month. 

Pravda said Gorbachev opened 
the weekend meeting with a 
gloomy picture of economic pros-' 


pects and a commitment to imple- 
ment key market-oriented poli- 
cies — an apparent response to 
Western concern that perestroika 
reforms were being reversed. 

“The current leadership, firmly 
sticking to its chosen course for 
implementing cardinal reforms, 
moving towards a market, is in 
favour of their decisive continua- 
tion,” he said. 

“The most alarming thing, in 
my view, is the continued col- 
lapse of economic links,” he 
added, referring to attempts by 
republics and regions to assert 
their autonomy by refusing to 
obey central orders or supply 
other areas. 

The Soviet leader also pro- 
duced figures showing industrial 
output in the first two months of 
this year fell by 4.5 per cent and 


state purchases of meat dropped 
13 per cent. 

‘The slump in production car- 
ries with ft a great danger for the 
country, for satisfying the most 
basic needs of the people... what 
corrections should be made to 
our practical actions?” he said. 

He suggested that economic 
models of countries in Eastern 
Europe, the West and Japan 
should be considered. But there 
were few new ideas at the meet- 
ing and no final conclusions. 

Some economists called for 
more discipline, unity and state 
control, and warned about the 
dangers of “strike blackmail” — 
a reference to a strike by coal 
miners that threatens to cripple 
Soviet industry. 

Others said there should be 
accelerated agricultural and land 


reform and impending retail price 
increases should be followed by a 
lifting of state controls on prices. 

Gorbachev, emphasising the 
importance of restructuring de- 
fence industries to meet civilian 
needs, said: distortion in favour 
of military production in the eco- 
nomy has been our misfortune. 
But the military sector offers a 
colossal opportunity. For there 
are huge possibilities here." 

“Processing, storage and trans- 
port of farm produce is an area in 
particular need of help from the 
military-industrial complex." he 
added. 

Gorbachev said progress had 
been made in cutting public 
spending, especially the military 
budget, but revenues were suffer- 
ing because of “illegal, separatist 
actions.’’ 


Taxi drivers, students 
come amon^ Taiwan’ s 
top stock earners 


TAIPEI (R) — A check of the 
names of Taiwan's top 1989 stock 
earners has disclosed taxi drivers. 
Students and unemployed work- 
ers — many of whom supposedly 
traded stocks worth more than 
100 million Taiwan dollars ($3.7 
million). 

A finance ministry official said 
a ministry investigation into 
1989’s most active stock accounts 


had raised suspicions that big 
players had used dummy accounts 
to evade capital gains taxes. 

Finance Minister Wang Chien- 
Shien told parliament the spread 
of dummy accounts, which major 
investors used to mask the extent 
of their trading, was “the most 
serious problem for stock taxa- 
tion.” 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, March 19, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Found Sterling 
DcuBchcmarfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


1207.0 1214.2 
413.4 415.9 


Japanese yea (for 100) 489.3 4923 

Dutch pnWer 366.9 369.1 

Swedish crown 113.1 113.8 

Julian lira (for 100; 55.4 55.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 200.8 202 i) 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — ■ Shares-^ -closed -moderately lower as the market . 
digested Monday's 300-point gain. Brokers said a lack of strong 
factors and the absence of many investors ahead of the fiscal 
year-end on March 31 kept trade thin. But underlying confidence 
kept sellers, and the decline, in check. The 225-share Nikkei 
index dosed down 140.25 points, or 0.52 per cent, at 27,006.66. 

SYDNEY — Shares ended a seven-day winning streak, dosing 
fractionally weaker as profit-takers crept into ’the afternoon 
session. The All Ordinaries Index eased 0.3 points to 1,456.5 

HONG KONG — Shares closed higher after a flurry of late 
afternoon demand for property blue chips. The Hang Seng Index 
ended up 27.05 points at 3.751.40. 

PARIS — Share prices came off sharply to close at their lowest 
March level mainly because of a comment by Bundesbank 
President Karl Otto Poe hi that German monetary union was a 
disaster, dealers said. The CAC-40 index closed at 1,740.97, down 
36.94 points or 2.08 per cent. 

LONDON — Shares closed sharply lower on Wall Street 
weakness, ignoring what dealers said was an uninspiring British 
budget from Chancellor Norman Lamont. The FTSE 100 index of 
Britain's leading shares closed 31.6 points loweT at 2,459.0 in brisk 
volume of 614 million shares. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips tumbled more than 50 points in 
late-morning trading after IBM Corp. opened down 9!/fe points 
after a delay. After dropping about 51, the Dow Jones Industrial 
average was off 43.22, or 1.18 per cent, at 2,886.63 at 1648 GMT. 
IBM said later its first quarter earnings would likely be abont half 
of the current mean estimate of $1.80 a share. 
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memorandum of understanding 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt and 
the World Bank signed a memor- 
andum of understanding outlin- 
ing reforms for Cairo's be- 
leaguered economy saddled with 
a £36 billion foreign debt, a 
cabinet minister says. 

The memorandum, signed 
Monday night, clears Egypt's way 
for £150 million in loans and 
grants from the World Bank, the 
African Development Bank and 
the European Community. 

It also will help Egypt with 
negotiations on a clean bill of 
economic health from the World 
Bank's sister organisation, the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). The last 18-month reform 
programme agreed between 
Egypt and the IMF expired near- 
ly three years ago. 

Maurice Makramallah, minis- 
ter of state for international coop- 
eration. told reporters details of 
the memorandum of understand- 
ing with the World Bank were 
agreed last year. 

“This memorandum will pave 
the way to negotiate with ihe 
World Bank at the end of next 
month to get a $300 million loan 
as well as a $100 million loan 
from the African Development 
Bank and a £50 million grant 
from the European Community." 
Makramallah said. 

The government's Middle East 
News Agency distributed his 
comments. 

Makramallah expressed hope 
that completion of the memoran- 
dum would prompt Western cre- 
ditors to forgive pan of Egypt's 
debt. 

Only a few months ago, the 


debt was close to S50 billion. But 
Egypt's strong anti-Iraq position 
in the Gulf crisis led the United 
States to write off Cairo’s military' 
debts of almost S7 billion. Oil- 
rich Arab states in the Gulf area 
also forgave Egyptian debtt tot- 
alling S7 billion. 

U.S. President George Bush 

said he will urge other Western 
countries to make similar ges- 
tures. And the so-called Group of 
Seven industrialised countries de- 
cided in January to write off 
about one-third of Egypt's public 
debts. No figure was given. 

Makaramailah said the memor- 
andum signed with the Wortd 
Bank sets broad lines for reforms 
to decrease huge losses in the 
public sector and increase oppor- 
tunities for the private sector. 
The reforms also include increas- 
ing and improving local produc- 
tion and boosting exports. 

An Egy ptian economic expen, 
who declined to be identified, 
said signing the memorandum of 
understanding could speed up 
Egyptian agreement with the 
IMF on a so-called letter of intent 
packaging Cairo’s reform prog- 
ramme. 

The IMF and Egypt agree on 
the nature but not the pace of 
projected reforms. They include 
foreign exchange rates based on 
market forces, higher interest 
rates, removal of government 
subsidies and reduced govern- 
ment spending. 

The government wants to move 
slowly, specially on removal of 
subsidies, to avoid social unrest. 

Signing of the IMF document 


would be a signal of international 
confidence in the Egyptian eco- 
nomy. It would open the way for 
agreement between Egypt and its 
creditors, through the so-called 
Paris Club, to reschedule repay- 
ment of principal and interest on 
outstanding debts. 

Meanwhile, Egyptian ambassa- 
dor to Washington. El Sayed 
Abdul Raouf El Reedy, is calling 
on Western nations to erase half 
of his country's foreign debt 
along the lines of a debt forgive- 
ness programme granted to Po- 
land last week. 

Reedy said in an interview with 
Reuters that Egypt was extremely 
close to an agreement with the 
IMF on steps to reform its eco- 
nomy. 

“Given the needs of the Egyp- 
tian economy and the special role 
it has played and continues to 
play in the region for peace, the 
rule of law and the creation of a 
regional order, we should be tre- 
ated at least as well as Poland.” 
Reedy said in the interview. 

The Paris Club of lb creditor 
nations last week cut in half the 
$33.8 billion they hold of Po- 
land's $48.5 billion debt in recog- 
nition of the steps it has taken to 
create a market economy. 

It was the first time the club, an 
informal grouping of major lend- 
ing countries, had agreed to a 
major reduction of debt for a 
so-called middle-income country. 

Some club members were wary 
of creating a precedent but U.S. 
officials have argued that Egypt 
should benefit from similar treat- 
ment after it has adopted painful 


economic medicine aduQcgygg ^ 

U S. Secretary of State 
Baker pledged Washi n «M.s 
backing for a debt forjjyes’ ' 
programme when he V i555 
Egypt last week. The uJJSa 
States was a prime n*jy« id 
cutting Poland's debt. 

Some diplomats in Cq^ WBr . 
recently quoted as saying 
Egypt was in danger of iffiftlc-: 
away the chance of turnii. 
international good will it"-?— 
during the Gulf crisis 
forgiveness by failing lo 
enough on economic refgfm 

Reedy said Egypt had resolved 
most of the outstanding 
in lengthy negotiation* iMig 
IMF and only one m}oAw 
remained outstanding. h c 
dined to say what it was fiuf 
confident of an agreenwn 1 ioon 

The IMF wants Egypf ‘ to imple- 
ment a proposed sal w t „ guJ 
bring domestic energy |RW 
line with world levels. Tilg Ciryp- 
tian government has balked, tear- 
ing domestic protest^ at p ri« 
rises. 

Reedy said Egypt would soon 
introduce us sales ta*. He said 
Egypt was committed to infffl- 
during a true market ectfflHflft 

“We have already taken drastic 
measures on liberalising our ex- 
change rate and interest rates ant? 
on the decontrol of ptiee* 
make the Egyptian ecofiflffll re- 
sponsive to market fuses' and 
free it form distortion!, 1 ' he said 

“An IMF agreement will OdHj 
the way to debt forgivene»;"Sdid 
Reedv. 


Bundesbank chief says German Singap° re 
monetary union was a disaster onKuS S 


BRUSSELS (R) — German 
monetary union last year was a 
disaster which should serve as an 
example for the European Com- 
munity's (EC’s) own efforts. 
Bundesbank President Karl Otto 
Poehl said Tuesday. 

•-The .West . German- mark was 
introduced in the eastern pan of 
the country at the wrong -rate and 
with little preparation, the head 


of Germany’s powerful central 
bank told a committee of the 
European Parliament in Brussels. 

“So the result is disaster as you 
can see." Poehl said. 

“We have a very drastic illus- 
tration these days," he added, 
referring to the 12-nation Com- 
munity's work on Economic and 
"Monetary Union (EMU). 

The West German mark be- 


Paris cuts key rate 


PARIS (R> — The Bank of 
France caught financial markets 
off guard Monday when it cut its 
key intervention rate by a quarter 
of a percentage point to nine per 
cent despite the franc’s weakness 
within the European Commun- 
ity’s monetary grid. 

“The Bank of France has de- 
cided to cut its intervention rate 
in line with the softening of rates 
on the money market and favour- 
able elements regarding infla- 
tion,” the central bank said. 

Consumer prices rose 0.2 per 


cent in February, leaving them 
3.5 per cent higher than 12 
months previously. 

Despite this control over infla- 
tion. the timing of the rate reduc- 
tion was surprising, currency 
dealers said. 

Although Finance Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy has made no 
secret of his desire to cut interest 
rates lo help industry, the franc's 
position at its European Monet- 
ary System (EMS) floor against 
the high-flying Spanish peseta 
had appeared to rule out any 
reduction in the short term. 


came the legal currency of East 
Germany on last July 1. three 
months before the two Germ an ys 
became one. 

Ii replaced the East German 
currency at up to one-to-one par- 
ity in a country which Poehl said 
was “completely uncompetitive.” 

“We introduced the Deutsche- 
mark from one day to another 
without practically any prepara- 
tion... and I would add at a wrong 
exchange rate,” Poehl said. 

“I predicted this. I am not 
criticising the decisions. But the 
outcome was predictable.” he 
added. 

EC leaders agreed last October 
that the second stage of the pro- 
ject to introduce a single currency 
should start on Jan. 1. 1994. 
Representatives of the 12 EC 
governments have been meeting 
once every two weeks since De- 
cember for EMU treaty talks. 


assets 


SINGAPORE (R) — Singapore 
has removed all restrictions it 
imposed on Kuwaiti assets last 
August, a spokesman for the 
Monetary Authority of Singapore 
(MAS) said Tuesday. 

The MAS. Singapore's de facto 
central bank, said in August that 
all transactions involving Kuwaiti 
assets must have its approval. 
The restriction was lifted Mon- 
day. the spokesman said. 

A freeze on Iraqi assets In 
Singapore remains intact, he said. 

The MAS allowed the London- 
based Kuwaiti Investment Office 
(KIO). the investment arm of the 
Kuwaiti government, to increase 
its stake in locally-listed Cycle 
and Carriage Ltd in January. 

The KIO own companies and 
properties worth more than one 
billion Singapore dollars (S371 
million) here and in Malaysia, 
analysts said. 
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TWO DELUXE APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms one of which is master bedroom. 3 bathrooms, 
lounge and salon with a staircase, dining room and kitchen, separate 
entrance and separate garage Location- Shmeisam. between the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce and the Prince Hassan Mosque, near 
the Department of Palestinian Affairs Annual rent- JD 2,500. 

Call tel: 6Q55S1 


M you need is to try it once! 



FOODS 

KETCHUP 


FARM 

TOMATO 


SO 000000 DELICIOUS 
Available at all supermarkets 

SOLE DISTRIBUTERS: 

Jordan Food Processing Company 
624290 - 637763 

George and Sami Khoury Company 
V 785672 - 741844 > 


CORFU 

„ „ Tel: 641585 , 

Greek Restaurant - Jordan, Amman 

2ndOopen daily for dinner 

during RAMADAN month 
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WANTED 

First class Filipino maid for European Diplomat’s house- 
hold, with experience as waitress and some knowledge of 
cooking. 

For more information and interview 
please call 668191 



Amman Baccalaureate Schooa 

Applications are invited for the following positions tram Aug^ { 

JUNIOR SCHOOL 

GRADE 3 ENGLISH CLASS TEACHER 

Applicants should be native speakers or of similar quality 

SENIOR SCHOOL (Grades 6-12) 

HEAD OF GEOGRAPHY 

HISTORY AND/OR GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS 

within the Social Studies Department. Teaching 1$ throughout 
Senior School and courses include History and Geography!!! 
IGCSE and International Baccalaureate, and Religious Studies 
"0" level, taught in English. 

Applicants should be English-speakers or bilingual in English/ 
Arabic. 

Part-time appointments will be considered. 

PART-TIME OR FULL-TIME ENGLISH LITERATURE 
TEACHER 

A specialist to teach to IGCSE ami the International Baccalaure- 
ate (Freshman literature level)* Applicants should be native 
speakers or of similar quality. 

Fof any position, the ability to teach International Baccalaureate 
Theory of Knowledge (Philosophy) will be an advantage. 

This is a readvertisemenL Applicants who applied to our 
advertisement earlier in the year need not re-apply, hot wQi be 
automatically considered. 

Application forms may be obtained from the school (telephone 
845572, 847191. and should be returned by March 25, 1991. 













JORDAN TIMES. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 1„, 


Pretoria arants freedom I Indian leader predicts ‘river of blood’ during polls 

. ... . . ....... . . . Indian forces cot 


to 40 political prisoners 

Hawke considers visit to S. Africa 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's reformist govern- 
ment. saving "lei bygones be 
bygones,” granted freedom Tues- 
day to 40 political prisoners in- 
cluding pro- and anti-apartheid 
activists accused of bomb attacks 
and arms theft. 

A Correctional Services De- 
partment official said white ex- 
tremist leader Piet “Shoot" 
Rudolph was Freed overnight and 
39 other prisoners would be re- 
leased in the course of this week 
from Pretoria Prison and Cape 
Town’s Robben Island Penal Col- 
ony. 

The 40 are one of the largest 
groups granted amnesty or inde- 
mnity as the result of a deal 
between the government and 
Nelson Mandela's anti-apartheid 
African National Congress 
(ANC). 

The ANC welcomed the re- 
leases but expressed concern at 
the release of Rudolph, who it 
said belonged to forces which 
"have dearly stated their inten- 
tion to derail the peace process.” 

Justice Minister Kobie Coet- 
see. announcing the releases, 
quoted a speech by President 
F.W. De Klerk last year that said: 

“Conflict must end. Secret 
agendas must be scrapped. Let 
bygones be bygones. Let us 
forget real and imagined injus- 
tices of the past and create a new 
future for our children." 

Rudolph had faced trial on 
charges of stealing weapons from 
an air force arsenal and exploding 
five bombs at targets including 
offices of the ruling National Par- 
ty- 

The 40 also include six anti- 


Judge 
allows new 
evidence 


Mandela 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
judge in the trial of Winnie Man- 
dela Tuesdy gave provisional 
approval to prosecutors to pre- 
sent evidence about two more 
alleged incidents of kidnapping 
and assault. 

Rand Supreme Court Judge 
M.S. Stcgmann said new evi- 
dence oould be presented pro- 
vided the anti-apartheid leader 
was given sufficient time to study 
it and if the prosecution put it 
forward without legal prejudice 
to Mrs. Mandela. 

”1 role that the state is entitled 
to lead further evidence." he 
said. 

Mrs. Mandela, wife of anti- 
apartheid leader Nelson Mande- 
la. and three co-accuscd are 
charges with kidnapping and 
assaulting four black activists in 
Johannesburg's Soweto township 
two years ago. All four deny the 
charges. 

Prosecutor Jan Swanepoe! had 
asked the court Monday to con- 
sider two more alleged incidents 
of kidnapping and assault. 

He said Mrs. Mandela was 
present at some stage during 
those assaults and one of the 
alleged victims was never seen 
again. 

Judge Stcgmann said Tuesday 
Mrs. Mandela had been given 
sbort notice about the new evi- 
dence. did not know who the 
complainants were, where they 
lived or what the new evidence 
was going to be except that it 
purported to show that she was 
~oilty of kidnap and assautl. 

rbe judge suggested that the 
prosecuting and defence lawyers 
work out how to proceed with the 
new evidence. 

Mandela's defence lawyer 
George Bizos has opposed 
Swanepocl's application, saving 
the new allegations cannot' be 
linked to the charges already 
before the court. 

Bizos said Tuesday Mrs. Man- 
dela was going to deny that she 
knew of further assaults and kid- 
nappings. He opposed an applica- 
tion by Swanepoel that the new 
evidence be heard in camera for 
the protection of the com- 
plainants. 

Swanepoe! said the new evi- 
dence is that two people were 
taken from their homes in 
September I98S by men in a 
mini-bus in which Mrs. Mandela 
was a passenger. 

He said they were lifted into 
the air and dropped and then had 
plastic bags pulled over thier 
beads. 

Swanepoel said the second inci- 
dent occurred two months later 
when Mandela and her body- 
guards went to a Soweto bouse 
and took away a man whose son 
they bad kindanpped earlier. 


apartheid activists accused of 
bombing Cape Town airport and 
setting off a car bomb in the city 
centre in 1987. 

None of the bombings caused 
deaths or serious injury. 

Thirty-three serving prisoners 
were granted amnesty including 
one who has spent a quarter of a 
century in jail. 

De Kelerk approved the re- 
leases as part of the process of 
implementing a key reform 
accord last August in which the 
ANC suspended its armed strug- 
gle in return for the release of 
political prisoners and return of 
exiles. 

Coetsee said the releases would 
bring to 310 the number of con- 
victed political prisoners freed so 
far under reforms aimed at scrap- 
ping 300 years of white domina- 
tion and giving political rights to 
the black majority. 

Human rights groups say they 
have identified 1,500 political 
prisoners and suspect there are as 
many again in jail who could be 
classified as political prisoners. 

Meanwhile Australian Prime 
Minister Bob Hawke is consider- 
ing visiting South Africa later this 
year to help encourage the dis- 
mantling of apartheid, a spokes- 
man for the prime minister said 
Tuesday. 

The visit would be only the 
second by an Australian prime 
minister to South Africa and 
would be a major foreign policy 
shift by Australia, one of the 
staunchest supporters of sanc- 
tions against South Africa. 

“Yes. we are considering a 
trip, but at this stage it is only an 
option.” the spokesman told 


Reuters. 

The possibility of Hawke visit- 
ing South Africa follows the 
February announcement by 
South African President F.W. De 
Klerk on removing the remaining 
structures of apartheid race laws. 

Australia has said it will consid- 
er phasing out sporting, cultural 
and economic sanctions against 
South Africa once legislative 
changes. to apartheid are intro- 
duced. 

The mostly likely timetable for 
the visit would be after Hawke 
attends a Commonwealth heads 
of government meeting 
(CHOGM) in Zimbabwe in 
October, the spokesman said 
from Canberra. 

“I'm going to Zimbabwe in 
October. If the processes and the 
sorts of emergent timetables in 
South Africa were to go on then 
that (a visit to South Africa) is 
something 1 could consider,” 
Hawke said in the Australian 
Financial Review newspaper 
Tuesday. 

”1 regard it essentially as an 
obligation on Australia to take a 
lead now. Just as we took the lead 
in imposing sanctions trying to 
force the smashing of apartheid,” 
Hawke said. 

Australian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Gareth Evans also plans 
to vise South Africa this year, a 
spokesman for Evans said. 

“No date has been set at this 
stage, but be is expecting to make 
the trip in the second half of the 
year.” he said. 

The trip by Evans, the first by 
an Australian minister since the 
late 1960s. would precede 
Hawke's. 


Havel to address NATO 
during visit to Belgium 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Czechoslovak President Vaclav 
Havel arrived Tuesday for a 
three-day visit in which he will 
become the first East European 
head of state to address the 
NATO alliance. 

He also will meet with Euro- 
pean Community (EC) and Bel- 
gian officials. 

Belgian Prime Minister Wil- 
fried Martens met Havel at the 
airport. The Czech leader was to 
hold talks with Martens later and 
pay a call on King Baudouin. 

In talks with EC officials 
Wednesday. Havel is expected to 
continue his country's quest for 
closer links to Western Europe, 
launched after a bloodless revolu- 
tion ousted the Communist reg- 
ime in Prague in late 1989. 

At NATO headquarters Thurs- 
day, Havel likely will press for 
closer cooperation with the West- 
ern alliance but is not expected to 
ask for membership, said a North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation offi- 
cial who demanded anonymity. 

Havel will address officials 
from the 16 NATO nations — 
including about half their foreign 
ministers — and then hold dosed- 
door talks with the allies, the 
official said. 


In January. Havel said the Gulf 
war and the disintegration of the 
Warsaw Pact showed a need for 
“doser cooperation with NATO, 
even if for the moment we do not 
apply for membership.” 

Czechoslovakia is one of sever- 
al former Eastern Bloc countries 
to seek dose ties to NATO since 
the Warsaw Pact began breaking 
up last year. 

Leaders of the NATO nations 
welcomed those overtures at a 
July 1990 summit in London and 
invited Soviet and East European 
leaders to visit NATO headquar- 
ters. 

Foreign ministers from all War- 
saw Pact nations have visited the 
sprawling complex, but Havel 
will be die first head of state. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has accepted the invita- 
tion but has not set a date. 

The alliance has stopped short 
of offering membership to East- 
ern European nations because of 
concent about their ethnic dis- 
putes and fear of isolating the 
Soviet Union. 

Havel's visit come at a time of a 
deepening conflict in his country 
between Czechs ip the Western 
regions and secession-minded 
Slovaks in the east. 


Japan foreign minister off 
to U.S. to patch up ties 


TOKYO (AP) — Japanese Fore- 
ign Minister Taro Nakayama 
heads to Washington Wednesday 
to try to patch up relations with 
the United Stares soured by the 
Gulf war. 

He also will try to ensure that 
Japan will not be ignored by the 
United States and its allies in 
their efforts to craft the post-Guif 
war world. 

Japan was conspicuously ab- 
sent from the initial talks U.S. 
President George Bush and U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
had with leaders of the Western 
and Arab allies on what to do 
after the war. 

A summit between Bush and 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu was 
delayed at least twice by the war 
and Bush's busy postwar sche- 
dule. which included meetings 
with the leaders of Britain, 
France and Canada. Political 
analysts say that has left the 
Japanese government embarras- 
sed and upset. 

Even Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials. who strive to put Japan's 
relations with Washington in the 
best possible light, acknowledge 
that the alliance needs a boost. 

”We have seen growing frus- 
trations about each other, not 
only on the part of the United 
States but also on the Japanese 
side,” said a Foreign Ministry 
official who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. “If it is left as it is, it 
might hurt the sound relationship 
between the two countries.'' 

Nakayama is to meet Baker 
Thursday to discuss Middle East 
peace and bilateral relations. He 
also will try to secure a Kaifu- 
Bush summit. 

One of the foreign minister's 


major tasks will be public rela- 
tions. to shore up Japan's image 
in American eyes after the Gulf 
war. 

Tokyo contributed about Sll 
billion to the allied forces, but 
was not able to send personnel to 
the war. The Japanese constitu- 
tional ban on the use of force to 
settle international disputes was 
cited by opposition parties that 
scuttled a government proposal 
to send soldiers to perform non- 
combat duties. 

While Japan insists it stood 
steadfastly by the United States 
during the crisis. Tokyo has been 
singled out for criticism by some 
U.S. congressmen who believe 
Japan did not do enough for the 
allied effort to oust Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

The Japanese public is acutely 
aware of the criticism, which re- 
ceives wide media attention here. 
On Tuesday, for example, the 
mass-circulated newspaper 
Yomiuri had a front-page article 
on 34 bills introduced in the U.S. 
Congress critical of Tokyo’s war 
contribution. 

“Anti-Japanese bills are rash, 
dearly showing U.S. irritation." 
screamed one headline in the 
newspaper. 

Hard feelings toward the Un- 
ited States also appear to be 
growing in Japan, says a con- 
fidential report commissioned by 
the Foreign Ministry. 

A summary of the report, 
which was drafted by the Japan 
Institute of Foreign Affairs, said 
growing anti-Americanism could ‘ 
endanger the security alliance 
under which the United States is 
obliged to defend Japan. 


AGARTALA, India (R) — Indi- 
a's May general elections could 
erupt in a “river of blood” and 
the political leaden who forced 
them should be tried for murder, 
Deputy Prime Minister Devi Lai 
said Tuesday. 

Lai, a maverick peasant leader 
who is no stranger to political 
controversy, told a news confer- 
ence be would not stand for 
re-election to the Lok Sabha, the 
lower bouse of parliament. 

Instead, Lai said he would 
wage a personal campaign against 
party leaders he blamed for 
thrusting elections, not due until 
late 1994, on a country torn by 
caste and religious violence. 

He named Rajiv Gandhi, lead- 
er of the Congress Party that has 
long dominated Indian politics. 
Vishwanath Pratap Singh, rop- 
j pled as prime minister last 
> November, and Lai Krishan 
Advani, leader of the Hindu re- 
vivalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP). 

'‘These three should be tried 
for murder under the Indian pen- 
al code because the polls are 
bound to be marred by violence," 
Lai said during a campaign visit 
to the northeast state of Tripura. 

“There is going to be a lot of 
trouble and these three want to 
get top job in the country over a 
river of blood." 

Parliament was dissolved last 
week after Prime Minister Chan- 
dra Shekhar, head of a tiny 
minority government, resigned 


Moscow 
names 
hardliner 
as envoy 
to U.S. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Viktor 
Komplektov, a veteran Soviet di- 
plomat with a hard-line reputa- 
tion. is to be the new Soviet 
ambassador to Washington, 
administration officials disclosed 
Monday. 

Komplektov, a 58-year-old 
specialist in U.S. and Latin 
American affairs, will succeed 
Alexander A. Bessmertnykh. l 
Bessmertnykh was promoted to 
foreign minister after Eduard A. 
Shevardnadze resigned late last 
year with a warning that con- 
servatives could be pushing the 
Soviet Union toward dicta- 
torship. 

The appointment of Komplek- 
tov as ambassador strengthens 
the recent conservative trend in 
Moscow. In addition to 
Sheverdnadze. some of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s most liberal 
advisers have quit while con- 
servatives are growing in author- 
ity. 

Komplektov held various posts 
in the Soviet embassy in 
Washington. In Moscow be was 
director of the U.S. Department 
in the Foreign Minsitry from 1978 
to 1982, when he moved into his 
current job, deputy minister for 
foreign affaris. 

Despite his long background in 
U.S. affairs, Komplektov was 
shifted to deal with Latin Amer- 
ica while Shevardnadze, who is 
regarded as a liberal, was foreign 
minister. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
said at a news conference Friday 
night in Moscow that U.S.-Soviet 
relations had passed through a 
difficult period. He credited Gor- 
bachev with attempting to 
arrange a dialogue with leaders in 
the independence-minded Baltic 
republics and with trying to shift 
the sagging Soviet economy to- 
ward a Western-style market sys- 
tem. 


saying he was fed up with attacks 
from Congress, whose votes had 
kept him in power. 

No other party was able to 
cobble together a majority coali- 
tion, forcing elections. The dates 
should be announced early next 
month. 

India's 521 -million-strong 
electorate is expected to be asked 
to vote in late May for the coun- 
try’s fourth government in 18 
months. Lai said another bung 
parliament was certain. 

“The country will pay very 
dearly. The future of India is very 
bleak and these power-hungry 
politicians who want to be kings 
are responsible for it," he said. 

Lai said the elections would 
cost India one-third of the nearly 
Si. 8 billion it borrowed from the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in January to ease an 
economic crisis. 

“Can we afford it? We can't.” 
be said. 

AH the major parties have 
launched their campaigns in the 
past few days. 

Gandhi has projected Con- 
gress. which has ruled for most of 
the time since India became inde- 
pendent from Britain in 1947, as 
the only party able to return the 
country of 850 million people to 
stability. 

Singh, head of the National 
Front Alliance, is seeking the 
votes of lower caste Hindus and 
the 100 million Muslim minority 
that fears the BJP. 


In the north city of Patna Mon- 
day. he vowed to pursue the 
policies that resulted in his fall — 
more jobs for those at the bottom 
end of the Hindu caste system 
and a secular system. 

“We have to get the poor 
organised and looking at you here 
today, I feel confident of an 
imminent victory against 

thousands of years of your ex- 
ploitation.” the aristocratic Hin- 
du told a half -million audience of 
mostly rural poor. 

The BJP launched its campaign 
with a renewed vow to build a 
temple on the site of a mosque in 
the holy town of Ayodhya. 

Singh's caste policies and bis 
tough stand against a BJP move- 
ment to build a temple on the site 
of what it says was the birthplace 
of the Hindu god. Ram, led to 
widespread violence last year in 
which hundreds of people were 
killed. 

Meanwhile, Pakistan has con- 
demned as gross violation of hu- 
man rights and Indian security 
clampdown in disputed Kashmir 
in which 12 people have died in 
three days. 

“The recent wave of massive 
house-to-house searches, arbit- 
rary arrests, torture, murder and 
gang rapes by Endian army and 
paramilitary forces in occupied 
Kashmir provide gruesome ex- 
amples of the inhuman behaviour 
of the Indian forces,” a Foreign 
Ministry statement said Monday 
night. 


Indian forces cordoned off 
parts of Srinagar, summer capital 
of Jammu and Kashmir. India s 
only Muslim majority state, tor 
the third successive day Monday 
and scoured the city's Dal Lake 
area for Muslim secessionists. 

In its statement, the Foreign 
Ministry called Indian actions in 
the Kashmir Valley an affront to 
the conscience of the internation- 
al community and urged the with- 
drawal of special powers that 
provided a cover for excesses by 
security forces. 

A Muslim religious leader in 
Srinagar said three days of unin- 
terrupted curfew had denied reli- 
gious freedom by preventing 
Muslims from properly observing 
the Islamic fasting month of 
Ramadan. 

India's Kashmir Governor Gir- 
ish Saxena said last week that 
militants were making a seasonal 
push across the Himalayan passes 
from Azad Kashmir, the one- 
third of the mountain region con- 
trolled by Pakistan. 

Pakistan denies Indian charges 
that it arms and trains the mili- 
tants, but it gives strong political 
support to “freedom-fighters” de- 
manding Kashmiri independence 
or the merger of Indian Kashmir 
with Pakistan. 

Military experts and senior 
Foreign Ministry officials from 
the two countries were due to 
meet in New Delhi before the end 
of the month to discuss ways to 
reduce tension on the border. 



SPD against Germans fighting for U.N. 


BONN (R) — Germany's opposi- 
tion Social Democrats (SPD) 
came out Tuesday against send- 
.ing troops to fight under U.N. or 
European banners, thwarting 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s plans 
for a wider military role in the 
world. 

The party executive agreed 
that Germany, criticised for its 
touchlines role in the Gulf con- 
flict. should only send troops 
abroad for United Nations “blue- 
helmet” peacekeeping missions. 
SPD leader-designate Bjoem 
Engholm told journalists. 

German soldiers, barred since 
World War II from operating 
outside the NATO area, should 
be kept out of any intervention 
force formed under the Western 
European Union (WEU), out- 
going party leader Hans-Jochen 
Vogel added. 

The SPD decision scuttled 
Kohl’s plan to free the German 
militaty from self-imposed post- 
war limits and let it join multi- 
lateral missions like the Gulf 
coalition. 

Kohl, who argues the newly- 


united Germany has greater re- 
sponsibilities in the world, needs 
a two-thirds majority in parlia- 
ment to modify passages in the 
1949 constitution intended to pre- 
vent any resurgence of German 
militarism. 

“After a long and heated de- 
bate. we decided that Germans 
should rake over new responsibi- 
lities in future in peace-keeping 
missions, the so-called ‘blue hel- 
mets'," said Engholm, reporting 
on the SPD executive's meeting 
Monday evening. 

“This is the first time permis- 
sion has been sought for sending 
military personnel outside NATO 
borders. With the history we Ger- 
mans have, that’s not an easy 
decision." 

Instead of stressing military 
strategies, the SPD wants Ger- 
many to play a more active role in 
helping countries tackle the eco- 
nomic and social problems that 
lead to war. he said. 

Engholm said a wider military 
role could also upset the Soviet 
Linion, which still has over 
300.000 troops in former East 


Germany. “Die risks are too 
incalculable,” he said. 

Vogel, due to hand over the 
SPD leadership to Engholm at a 
party convention in May, said the 
SPD supported efforts for a 
European union with common 
foreign and security policies- 

“But we do not favour military 
missions under the WEU outside 
the NATO area,” he said. 

Spurred on by their inability to 
act collectively in the Gulf crisis, 
several European states have sug- 
gested the WEU. a long-dormant 
defence forum, be given a milit- 
ary arm that could provide an 
intervention force outside the 
NATO area. 

Conservative politicians im- 
mediately criticised the SPD, 
saying it was trying to duck the 
greater responsibility that united 
Germany now had in the world. 

“If the SPD sticks to this posi- 
tion, it would support a special 
role for Germany that would lead 
it away from European unity and 
damage Germany's image.” 


Spain joins Latin America states 
in push for Salvadorean peace 


MANAGUA (R) — Spain has 
joined forces with three Latin 
American countries to help El 
Salvador's rightist government 
and left-wing rebels negotiate a 
ceasefire in their 1 1-year-old civil 
war, the Spanish minister said 
Monday. 

“The impression is that we are 
at perhaps a decisive and hopeful- 
ly favourable moment" in the 
Salvadorean conflict, Francisco 
Fernandez Ordonez told repor- 
ters late Monday. 

Fernandez Ordonez and his 
counterparts from Mexico, Vene- 
zuela and Colombia met Salvado- 
rean officials, guerrilla leaders 
and United Nations peace envoy 
Alvaro De Soto in Managua. A 
two-day meeting of European 
Community and Central Amer- 
ican foreign minsters ends there 
Tuesday. 

He said both the rebel Fara- 
bundo Marti National Liberation 


Front (FMLN) and President 
Alfredo Cristiani’s government 
bad shown interest in quickly 
negotiating a ceasefire in the con- 
flict, which has killed 75,000 peo- 
ple. 

“We are going to try to help 
them explore (the possibility of a 
ceasefire) and find a solution," 
Fernandez Ordonez said. He 
gave no further details on the role 
the four countries would play in 
U.N.-mediated peace negotia- 
tions. 

Mexico. Venezuela and Col- 
ombia along with Panama formed 
the Contadora Group which in 
the 1980s sought solutions to 
Central America's civil wars. The 
three countries are attending the 
Managua meeting as observers. 

The diplomacy on the Salvado- 
rean conflict took place outside 
the format framework of the 
annual meeting on EC aid to 


Central America. At the confer- 
ence the EC countries have 
agreed to study the possibility of 
granting preferential trade status 
to Central American exports. 

The FMLN sent a top-level 
delegation headed by Comman- 
der Joaquin Villalobos to lobby 
the foreign ministers on a new 
rebel peace plan to speed up -the 
peace process. 

The rebel plan calls for agree- 
ments on constitutional reforms 
by April 30 and a negotiated 
ceasefire plus an accord on re- 
forms in the Salvadorean military 
by May 30. The plan has not been 
released publicly but journalists 
gained access to copies of the 
proposal at the Managua meet- 
ing. 

Cristiani said Monday that the 
FMLN proposal would be useful 
if it proved to be more than just 
“hot air.” 


Colombia dug lords threaten new terror campaign 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombia's 
drug barons are threatening to 
unleash a new terror campaign by 
exploding powerful bombs in ma- 
jor cities for each one of their 
members killed or tortured by the 
authorities. 

“We declare ourselves under 
alert and for every one of our 
colleagues tortured or dis- 
appeared we will detonate 1. 000- 
kilogramme bombs m Colombia's 
main cities,” leaders of the 
Medellin cocaine cartel said Mon- 
day. 

in a statement sent to radio 
stations, “the extradjctables," , 
who head the powerful drug car- 
tel, said their cause was no longer 
to fight extradition to the United 
States but to defend their human 
rights. 

“We are not being hunted to be 
extradited, but to be assassin- 
ated," their communique added. 

The drug lords also threatened 
to execute two prominent jour- 
nalists held captive since last year 
unless the army and police re- 
spected the rights of imprisoned 
drug traffickers. 

A new bombing campaign by 
Colombia’s dreg barons would 
put an end to eight months of 
relative peace. 

Shortly after President Cesar 
Gaviria came to power in July 


1990. drug chiefs declared a un- 
ilateral truce in their 12-month 
bombing campaign in which up to 
2,000 people were killed. 

During that bombing campaign 
against newspaper, government 
buildings and airline offices, fore- 
ign investment in Colombia, one 
of Latin America’s most stable 
economies, plunged. 

The Medellin cartel, led by Pab- 
lo Escobar, has repeatedly ac- 
cused security forces of torturing 
and killling members of their 
organisation, often in front of 
their families. 

Police reports usually say drug 
traffickers who die during opera- 
tions are killed in shootoucs. 

In an interview published last 
week in Spanish newspaper El 
Mundo. Escobar said he would 
turn himself in when the govern- 
ment could guarantee traffickers 
human rights. He said he trusted 
the government’s justice system 
but not the security forces. 

The justice minister has prom- 
ised the government would 
guarantee Escobar’s life and hu- 
man rights and said it would not 
extradite him to the United States 
if be gave himself up. 

Presidential security counsellor 
Rafael Pardo said after the state- 
ment was issued that “the extra- 
ditables’* were contradicting 


themselves by threatening to kill 
the kidnapped journalists — 
Francisco Santos, editor-in-chief 
of El Tiempo newspaper, and 
Maruja Pachon, head of the slate 
film institute — while demanding 
respect for their own rights. 

In a separate development, 
tiwee policemen and four leftist 
rebels were killed Monday and 
two police were missing when 
some 30 guerrillas attacked gov- 
ernment buildings and robbed a 
bank in a southwestern Col- 
ombian town, police said. 

Rebels of the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) raided the town of Can- 
delaria 300 kilometres southwest 
of Bogota, where they fired on 
municipal offices and the police 
station and stole S2.500 from a 
bank, said the police spokesman 
who asked not to be identified. 

“They tried to take over the 
town, but they only managed to 
get away with some money,” he 
said. He said police, aided by two 
helicopters, forced the guerrillas 
to retreat in a truck which they 
stole frbm a local sugar mill. 

One of the policemen was kil- 
led by a grenade blast and two 
others died in a shootout. One 
officer and three civilians were 
injured and two other policemen 
have disappeared and might have 


been kidnapped, he said. 

Police were searching for 
groups of guerrillas in areas sur- 
rounding the town. 

Rebels set off powerful bombs 
at a gas pipeline south of the 
capital, and the resulting fireball 
torched the surrounding foresr 
and a flimsy shantytown, injuring 
30 peasants, the state-run oil 
companay has reported. 

Two bombs containing a total 
of about 1 .100 pounds (500 kilog- 
rammes) of dynamite exploded 
alongside the pipeline 30 miles 
(50 kilometres) south of Bogota 
Sunday according to the oil com- 
pany Ecopetrol and the state 
governor's office. 

The blasts destroyed several 
farms and killed 10.000 chickens, 
witnesses sasid. 

The rebels also blew up an 
electrical tower in Tibu, near the 
Venezuelan border. The tower 
allies energy to a pumping 
sumon along the Cano-Lfoion 
crude oil pipeline, which trans- 
ports 230.000 a day t from 
fields m eastern Colombia to 
Caribbean ports for export 

Authorities blamed the Simon 
Bolivar guerrilla coordinator, a 
new umbrella organisation that 
includes two rebel armies, the 
National Liberation Army and 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces 


Sheep-eating pang* 
stuns experts 

PEKING (R) — Cuddly, shyaiitf 
chewing on bamboo — the image 
of China’s rare panda has .beeii 
endangered by a hungry female 
that has reportedly taken ttf 
vouring sheep. “Doesn't eat bant 
boo, eats sheep," screametHSt 
headline in the Wenhui Bao;:^ 
official Shanghai newspaper. & _ 
panda had left its forest boo^q 
the southwest province-cf 
Sichuan and attacked and eaten 
three sheep, it said. The animal - 
then fell asleep in the sheep p£n 
and refused to leave. The paoda, 
named Jiasile Shanmei, has eafeh 
more than 30 sheep, the paper's 
Monday edition said. Shotixd 
experts who caught the Panda far 
research believed she had been 
forced to kill because her natural 
bamboo forest habitat was dis- 
appearing. 

Goodfellas, Cinema 

Paradisowin 

U.K- awards 

LONDON (AP) — This yeaft 
Oscar nominee Goodfellas and 
last year's Oscar-winning Cinema 
Paradiso dominated the awards 
from the British Academy of Him 
and Television Arts. Goodfellas, . 
director Martin Scorsese's film 
about life in the mafia, won Best 
Film, Best Director, and Best 
Adapted Screenplay, in thfr 
black-tie cerermony at London's 
Grosvenor House Hotel. The 
film is competing in the same 
categories at this year's U.S. 
Academy Awards on March 25. 
Cinema Paradiso. which won the 
Oscar last year for Best Foreign 
Language Film, won five of the 
British Academy Awards includ- 
ing Best Actor (Philippe Noiret),". | 
Best Supporting Actor (Salvatore 
Cascio), and Best Film Not in the 
English Language. Casdo, a bes- 
pectacled 10-year-old wasn't tall 
enough to speak into the podium 
microphone. But he uttered a shy 
“thank you very much” into the 
lapel microphone of host Noel 
Edmonds. The Best Actres 
Award went to Jessica Tandy k 
Driving Miss Daisy. She won the 
same prize at last year’s Oscar’s 
for her- performance as a crotcbc-' 
ty southerner. Whoopi Goldberg 
was named Best Supporting Ac- 
tress for Ghosts. The comedienne 
is an Oscar nominee this year far 
the sarnie performance. Sod 
Oscar candidates this year as 
Dances With Wolves Awaken: 
ings and the Godfather Part HI 
were ineligible for consideration 
at these awards because they had 
not opened in Britain in time for 
the awards. The ceremony for the 
first time included live sateUfte 
appearances from winners in Las > 
Angeles, New York, and in direc- T 
tor Scorsese's case an unnamed 
place in Honda. The academy 
presented a special award to De- 
borah Kerr for bet overall work, 
and she was given a standing 
ovation whoa she went to the 
podium to accept it. 

Golfer gets 
‘hole in pocket 9 

NEW DELHI (R) — A Pakistani 
golfer bit a tee shot straight into 
the pocket of an Indian player 
who was standing in a san d trapin 
tournament play, the Times Of 
India reported. Faisal Quresfai 
drove off on the 10th hole of the 
Army Golf Course in the north 
Indian town of Meerut into the 
pocket of Maqboo] Singh. who , 
was trying to blast his way out of t 
a bunker on the fourth hole. 
Officials at the Modi All India 
Open Golf Tournament played 
Sunday ruled that Qureshi had to 
drop the ball where Singh was 
standing —— in the sand. 

Julia Roberts has 
new neighbour — 
Richard Gere 

.BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP) — Pretty Woman star Julia 
Roberts has a new neighbour — 
Actor Richard Gere. Gere, who 
termed up with Miss Roberts in 
the hit comedy, has purchased a 
$2.25 million home in file Holly- 
wood Hills. Miss Roberts bought it 
a nearby house last year. Gere's 
one-storey contemporary house 
was built in 1952. Gere also is 
building a home in upstate New 
York. 

Tiny dinosour 
fossil found in China 

PEKING (R) — A Sino- 
^“fadian research team found a 
(four-inch) long fossil of a . 
baby Ankylosaur, a type of dipo-i 
sauf - in China’s Inner Mongol?* jf 
«&on, the official New China 
Agency said. The fossil was 
hebeved to be the smallest ever 
mund, it said. The vegetarian 

^ticylosaur lived 135 million to 
05 milhon yean ago, the agency* 







